Reverend Sherman Coolidge

Sovereignty and Citizenship

Tribal nations are sovereign, and do not derive their sovereignty
from federal, state, or local governments. Additionally, Native
Americans practiced self-government long before the Declaration
of Independence or the United States Constitution. Today, Native
Americans have the right to vote in federal, state, and local
elections, as well as voting in tribal elections and may have dual
citizenship in the United States and their tribe.

In 1924, the Indian Citizenship Act (ICA), also known as the Snyder
Act, extended citizenship to Native Americans. Prior to this,
American Indians were denied citizenship in both the Constitution
and the 14th Amendment. And despite the promise of citizenship
in 1924, the ICA did not guarantee voting rights since voter
eligibility is determined by individual states. In Colorado, Native
Americans did not have guaranteed voting rights until 1970, five
years after the Voting Rights Act.

Reverend Sherman Coolidge

Although obstacles still prevent Native Americans from voting, recent Colorado legislation including
House Bill 1278, 2019: specifies that an eligible voter who lives on a reservation but does not have a
residence address recognized by the USPS may register to vote using the address of the tribal council
headquarters or any other address approved by the secretary of the tribal council. The bill also permits
tribal councils to request voter service, polling locations, and ballot drop-off locations on reservations.

Local resident Reverend Sherman Coolidge, Arapaho, was a prominent Episcopal leader and a tireless
advocate for American Indian rights and sovereignty. Born Des-che-wah (He Runs on Top), Coolidge
was adopted by an American military officer and his wife. After graduating from Divinity Schoolin 1884,
he spent 26 years as a missionary to the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming. In 1911 Coolidge co-
founded the Society for American Indians, the first national American Indian rights organizatio founded
by Native Americans. He also served on the “Committee of 100,” advising President Calvin Coolidge on
American Indian policy. Post World War |, national support for Native citizenship grew when 12,000
Native Americans “proved to be courageous and rendered distinguished service,” reflected President
Coolidge. Today, the USO notes that, “Native Americans serve in the United States’ Armed Forces at five
times the national average over any other race or ethnic group.”
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