
By 1900, 1 out of every 3 Coloradoans came here for their health or for that
of a family member. Private for-profit sanatoriums – the majority of facilities
operating in 1915 – disadvantaged working-class consumptives, mothers of
young children, and Black and Hispanic Americans; all of whom could ill-
afford the prescribed “rest cure” requiring patients to set aside a year or two
of salary, avoid all work, and enter a sanatorium for professional care. 

The International Typographical Union and Modern Woodmen of America
welcomed working-class dues-paying members, but for decades limited
membership to Christian white males. Importantly, St. Francis Hospital and
Glockner Sanitarium operated by the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual
Adoration and the Sisters of Charity respectively, welcomed all patients. Dr.
Richard Suydam Grant was the city’s first Black physician, practicing out of
his home at 325 East Caramillo with wife Leila as his nurse from 1904 –
1919. 

Dr. Isaac Edward Moore arrived in 1921. After attending West Tennessee
College of Medicine where he was separated from his white classmates by a
bedsheet, he served in WWI as medical officer for the 366th Infantry
Regiment, 92nd Division, known as the Buffalo Soldiers. In 1922 Dr. Moore
opened the “Lincoln Sanatorium for Colored People” at 314 West
Willamette. Accepting patients regardless of their ability to pay, his hospital
closed in 1925. He then practiced out of his home at 738 North Spruce
Street and served on the staff of St. Francis Hospital. Dr. Moore died of
pulmonary TB in 1931, at age 40. 
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Separate and Unequal Healthcare

Dr. & Mrs. Isaac Edward Moore

Despite numerous health care facilities, Black nurses were not educated or hired for decades. Alice
McAdams Morgan became one of the first. After high school, she attended Blair Business College but was
denied secretarial positions. She left to find work elsewhere, returning to attend Beth-El School of Nursing
class, a member of the first integrated graduating class in 1953. Hired as the first African American head
nurse at Memorial Hospital in 1954, Alice went on to a stellar career in public health, serving our community,
local non-profits, and her church for decades – always paving the way for others to follow in her legendary
footsteps. 
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Colorado State Board of Nurse Examiners Monthly Report, 1953

Lincoln Sanatorium Advertisement, ca. 1922 
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