
George Kiyoshi Yamada
Arrested for “Barratry”? 

Born in Nebraska, George Kiyoshi Yamada studied journalism at San Franciso State before being drafted
in 1941. He declared himself a conscientious objector and in 1942 was sent to Civilian Public Service
Camp No. 5, in Colorado Springs. On April 8, 1944, Yamada and three friends, two of whom were Black,
went to the Ute Theatre.  The party took their seats on the main floor but were soon asked to move to the
balcony. They refused and theater employees called the police. George Yamada was arrested and spent
ten days in the El Paso County Jail. He was accused of unlawfully inciting “quarrels among citizens of
Colorado Springs,” and charged with “barratry.” 

Despite segregation being illegal in Colorado, City Attorney Ben Wendleken argued, “Yamada was either a
fool or intended to stir up trouble,” and Police Chief I.B. “Dad” Bruce testified, “Yamada is an agitator.”
After his conviction and $100 fine, Yamada was transferred to CPS Camp 135 in Germfask, Michigan – an
isolated camp “reserved for troublesome” conscientious objectors. Interestingly, no charges were
brought against Ute Theatre management or employees for violating the Colorado Civil Rights Act,
guaranteeing “full and equal enjoyment” of public facilities. Yamada lived in Mexico before immigrating to
Canada where he pursued a career in art and published Rikka, a magazine promoting non-violence.  
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George Yamada, ca. 1942
Courtesy of Lewis and Clark Digital Collection
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“Objectors May Balk at War Service, but they Don’t Object to Hard Work”
Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph, June 29, 1941
Courtesy of Pikes Peak Library District

“Yamada Freed on $100 Bond”
Colorado Springs Gazette Telegraph, April 22, 1944
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