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LETTER            BOARD PRESIDENTfrom the
In 1896, a group of passionate individuals with a mission to collect regional 
artifacts and stories formed the El Paso County Pioneers Association. Today, 
the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum expands this mission to build a 
lasting connection to the Pikes Peak region by preserving and sharing our 
cultural history.

2021 was a year of celebration and community connection with two 
significant milestones – the 125th anniversary of the CSPM and the 150th 
anniversary of the City of Colorado Springs. 

The CSPM led the Sesquicentennial Commemoration of Colorado 
Springs with a new, wildly popular COS@150 exhibit, engaging lectures, 
tours and other programs. The museum and staff served as a resource 
for numerous articles, events and activities throughout the community. 

Visitors returned to the museum in droves. Despite the challenging 
and uncertain times, and bolstered by the sesquicentennial, museum 
attendance recovered to 66% of the pre-pandemic visitation. 

CSPM staff oversaw a grant-funded project to upgrade the HVAC 
equipment at our collections storage facility. This monumental 
undertaking, while not public-facing, has vastly improved 
environmental conditions for artifacts and archival materials entrusted 
to the museum’s care. 

And, thanks to generous supporters like you, we met our fundraising 
goals and raised $435,000 to support the museum’s mission. 

All of these accomplishments are shared in this 125 Years of Pikes Peak 
Regional History report. I hope you enjoy reading these fun facts and feel a 
sense of pride – it could not have happened without you. Thank you for your 
generous support, both through your gifts of time and financial contributions!

Sincerely, 

Laurel Prud’homme
Board President 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chrys Fotenos, Past President 
Laurel Prud’homme, President
Sarah McGuiness, Vice President 
Susan Bradt Laabs, Treasurer
Sam Eppley, Secretary
Nancy Bernard 
William Cogswell
Gary Feffer
Danielle Gaffney 
John Harner, PhD
Steve Post
Davis Tutt
Dennis Weber 

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Bill Nelson, President
Darryl Thatcher, Treasurer 
Harry Gautsche
Blake Wilson



SESQUICENTENNIAL

150
MILLIONS

CHOSEN

TOP 5
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4
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Nikola Tesla
Holly Sugar
Denver & Rio Grande Railway
Mama Susie Perkins
Sinton Dairy

of stories considered,

for inclusion in the 

COS@150
exhibit

Online COS@150 
Stories:

“If you want a quality museum experience go learn 
about Colorado Springs at the Pioneers Museum. 
The New 150 anniversary of the city exhibit was 
incredible. As a free museum, it can’t be beat.”“ - CSPM Visitor

Rehabilitation
PROJECT

GAZEBO

COMPLETED √√

5,000
150th Passports Printed

78 Volunteers 
contributed 4,391 service hours 

to the CSPM

3,100

children impacted by 
school programs

4

history-themed bicycle 
tours created for 

Bike to Work Month

PEDAL OUR PAST

12 Artifacts created by the community 
to commemorate the anniversary.

Sculpture of 
General William 
Jackson Palmer 
conserved by 
Pacific Coast 
Conservation 

on June 19, 2021.

1 Amazing Story 
of Us (SOU) 
Mobile Website

Curated 
tours 
on SOU 
Mobile

5

$435,000
MORE THAN

Raised to support the CSPM’s mission

121
sold out COS150 

Downtown 
History Strolls

New Teacher 
Resource Guide



OFFSITE STORAGE FACILITY

““The HVAC System still needs to 
be fully addressed in the offsite 
storage facility... We do believe 
that it is important that the staff 

remain vigilant and that the needed 
upgrades remain the highest capital 

priority for the museum and its 
support organizations.”

-- AAM Accreditation Site 
Visit Committee, 2019

1

2

2

Months spent 
preparing 
the space for 
construction

Collection assistant hired to 
help with the project

Carriages and 1 horse cart 
moved throughout the project

Holes cut in the roof to install 
the HVAC units (don’t worry, 
they were sealed up immediately!) 

2 New 
water 
heaters
installed

3.5

25%
1

Completion of HVAC 
project increased the 
institution’s storage 

capacity by

Strategic Priority 
Capital Project 

Completed

35,000
Feet of plastic 
sheeting used 
to cover shelves 
and artifacts

10 Contractors and 
subcontractors 
involved in the project

4 1950s era gas 
powered ceiling 
heaters removed

2
2

Rooftop units placed on 
the building by 1 crane

2 New electrical boxes 
and hundreds of feet 
of new electrical wire

1
Floor drain 
added to the 
utility room3 Digital control 

sensors installed

6
Destratification Fans installed to 

mix air throughout the space

Humidification units installed

500
Feet of 
ductwork 
installed

STRATEGIC PRIORITY 
COMPLETED √√



COLLECTIONS
LARGEST ARTIFACT

SMALLEST ARTIFACT

Archeological materials received as 
part of the museum’s role as a state 
repository.

Miniature cans of food that came 
with a dollhouse made by the 
Barela Family for a/an Helen Hunt 
Elementary School project.

Piano purchased by Albert Bruening for 
his daughter Rose. It traveled to Colorado 
Springs from New York via train and oxcart.

OLDEST ARTIFACT 

NEWEST ARTIFACT

QUIRKIEST ARTIFACT

1919 trolley map received 
conservation treatment.

A Toothbrite doll made by a local dentist 
to send to soldiers during WWII. The doll 
features a small cap in the head which 
dispenses floss and a hole in the foot 
that distributes tooth powder.

Norman Lansing bowl and Debra 
Box parfleche commissioned for the 
upcoming exhibit “Until Forever Comes: 
This is Ute Homeland.”

LARGEST CONSERVATION PROJECT 

6 Acquisitions 
committee 
meetings 58

Artifact 
donations

111
Archival 

donations

1,000
pairs of gloves worn 
by collections staff

Approximately

5 Paintings by 
the Broadmoor 
Art Academy 
Artists

Pocket watch owned 
by James Burns donated 

by his great-grandson, 
James Burns IV 

1

1
Sculpture added to the 

collection, Meet Me at the 
Farmers Market by 

Fred Darpino

2Story of Us Units:  
   • B=Buffalo Soldiers
   • P=Parks

1,095
Gazette Backpages 
articles published

Gazette



COMMUNITY OUTREACH
COMMUNITY PARTNERS:

•	 El Pomar Foundation
•	 Pikes Peak Library District
•	 Colorado College
•	 Gazette
•	 McAllister House Museum
•	 Colorado Springs Day Nursery
•	 KRDO
•	 Keysight
•	 Pikes Peak State College
•	 Norwood
•	 Poor Richard’s Downtown
•	 Imagination Celebration
•	 KRCC
•	 Space Foundation
•	 Trails and Open Space Coalition
•	 African American Historical and 

Genealogical Society of Colorado Springs
•	 Rocky Mountain Women’s Film Festival
•	 Downtown Partnership
•	 Colorado Springs Independent
•	 Bristol Brewing
•	 Garden of the Gods Visitor and 		

Nature Center
•	 Out Loud Men’s Chorus
•	 Golden Lotus Foundation
•	 RISE Southeast
•	 Colorado Springs Switchbacks
•	 Stroud Family
•	 AdAmAn Club

98
Tours/talks/media 

interviews by 
Curator of Historyand more!

35
Portraits & photographs selected for 
new City Council Chambers exhibit

20
Student-curated photos in 
Colorado College partner 

exhibit Orange Skies

101
Oral history interviews 

conducted



VISITATION

TOP VISITOR QUESTIONS:

Which one is Pikes Peak?

Is this the courthouse?

What did this building used to be?

Is the elevator safe to use?

Is the yellow marble real?

?

“I went on Saturday as one of 
Conejos’ past residents is my son’s 
godmother. It is very interesting and 
they even have a video playing in 
the exhibit with artifacts that were 

donated by the residents of the 
neighborhood. It is truly amazing.”

“
- CSPM Visitor

66,743

52%
VISITORS

WERE WALK-IN VISITORS

3
from Colorado Springs Independent, 

Colorado Springs Gazette, and 
Colorado Springs Business Journal 

 “BEST OF”
AWARDS

RECEIVED



DIGITAL PRESENCE 405

14,000

179

10,119

New Instagram followers

Facebook followers

New Twitter followers

Hours watched on YouTube

Reached

185,623

1,646

Website visits

students attended virtual 
school programs



215 S Tejon St
Colorado Springs, CO 80903
719 385 5990
cspm.org

$50,000
City of Colorado Springs LART 
Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum Foundation
T. Rowe Price Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
The Emery Family
Estate of Barbara Byerly

$10,000 - $24,999
The Anschutz Foundation
Estate of Valerie L. Powell
The Margaret and Al Hill Family Foundation
James and Helen McCaffrey Charitable Foundation
H. Chase Stone Trust
Myron Stratton Home
The State Historic Fund
The Strake Foundation
Union Pacific Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Anne and Gary Bradley*
D.A. Davidson & Companies, McCarty, Brown, Eden & Porter    	    	
   Financial Advisor Group
Edith Jackson Trust
El Pomar Foundation
Giddings Foundation
KRDO-TV
Laurie Long*
Gary Loo*
Jan Martin*
JoAnn and John Orsborn* 
Gayle Nakata* 
Gordon Price*
Vicki and Roger Sams*
Maureen and Robert Sievers*

$2,500 - $4,999
Mrs. Roberta Bradford and Mr. Victor Bradford*
Colorado Humanities
The Eleanor Blackford Colvin Fund
Chrys and John Fotenos*
Susan Bradt Laabs*
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck and Mary Lou Murphy*
Karen and Peter Palus*
Allen Schoffstall*
The Tiemens Foundation

$1,000 - $2,499
Joan Agee*
Judith Arndt*
David and Katherine Bates*
Barbara Bates*
Karen and Scott Briggs*
Al and Leigh Buettner*
Ann Burek*
Brandon and Amy Brown*
Patty and Bruce Cameron*
Ms. Judy Casey*
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC
Eve Tilley-Chavez and Solomon Chavez* 
Susan and William Cogswell*
Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Sally Conover*
CSNA Architects
Susan and Terry Darby*
Mr. Win De Mott*
Mike and Kate Deignan*
Ms. Deborah Dowis and Mr. Frank Dowis*
Steven Ekerholm*
Sam and Christine Eppley*
The Feffer Family*
The Fountain Colony
Larry and Barbara Gaddis*
Anne and Whitney Galbraith*
Ms. Suzanne Gottert and Hank Krause*
Ms. Carole Flint*
Carla Hartsell*
Richard Harwood*
Sherri and Richard Haynie*
Donna and Patrick James*
Lance and Jessica James*
Dave and Dolly Kast*
Mrs. Helene L. Knapp*
Mrs. Edith Kramer*
Kaye and Ken Lafreniere*
Mina and Jonathan Liebert*
Cary and Jack Loewen*
Sandra and Scott Meagher*
Stephen and Pamela Marsh*
Marianne Martin*
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew and Tracey Mayberry*
Joan McClure*
Sarah McGuiness*
Jon and Becky Medved*
Carol McCallister and Steven Post*
Robin and Mike McGrath*
C.J. Moore*
Tom and Anne Naughton*
N.E.S. Inc.
Charles Ochs*
Harlan and Alice Ann Ochs*

Steve and Debi Pelican*
Nathania and Nita Peters*
Olson Plumbing and Heating
Mary Elizabeth Ruwell*
Linda and Ed Sauer*
Joah Schofield*
Marjorie Swearingen and Rodger Erickson*
Ms. Constance Smith*
William Stanley Foundation
Summit Catering
Dr. Darryl and Terry Thatcher*
Pam and Jim Wahl*
Matt and Lisa Walsh*
Sandra and Dennis Weber*
P.J. and R.P. Wenham*
Robert and Judith Werschky*
Blake and Kathleen Wilson*
Leah Davis Witherow and Sean Witherow*

$500 - $999
Diann Butlak
Vicki Carlson
Bill and Bonniegail Coleman
Susan Conde*
Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region
Edith Davenport
Dirk and Jeanie Draper
Lisa and John Harner
Thomas and Donna Kennan
Lyn and John Kerschen
Kim and Doug King
Senator Bernie and Mrs. Linda Herpin
Cheryl and James Larkin
Richard Leap
Picnic Basket Catering
The Evelyn S. and Rennau H. Ross Memorial Fund 
James Sciegel 
Kathleen Sciegel
Daryl and Joan Skoog
Steven and Rebecca Sloboda
Judy and Steve Staugler 
The Three Graces Fund of Thrivent 
    Charitable Impact & Investing
The Woman’s Club of Colorado Springs

$250 - $499
Arthur and Liz Aikin
Donald Bates
Diane Benninghoff
Kathry and Daniel Brennan
Heather and Aaron Briggs
Broadmoor Garden Club
Vicky Bukowski-Clark

Cynthia Calongne
Karole Campbell
Virginia Church
Cynthia and Elliot Cohn
Guy and Virginia Cresap
Margaret and William Deverell
Sandy Elliott
Debbie and Jim English
Kathleen Esmiol
Kathleen Fox Collins
Alyssia Fotenos
Donald and Barbara Gazibara & Family
Douglas and Janice Harris
Mary Henson
Sara Ware Howsam
Elizabeth Kane
Timothy and Mary Ann Keating
Phil and Meg Kendall
Thomas and Donna Kennan
Mr. David Lord
Mr. Richard P. MacLeod
Brian and Jeanne Marsh
Charae and Darryl McDaniel
Mr. Peter McKown*
Suzanne Menke
Jennifer Miller
Blessing and Abbey Mobolade
Kathy Moore
Carol Montgomery
Tom and Debby Morgan
John and Mary Murphy
Candy and Larry Ourada
Richard S. and Margaret K. Porter
Adria Perez Douglas
Laurel Prud’homme
Nancy and Paul Rahne
Cathey Railton
Don and Connie Rickard
William and Barbara Riley
Ms. Libby Rittenberg and Mr. Nasit Ari
Jason Rupinsky
Mark Sather
Frances Schaffer
Douglas Stimple
Kathy and Rick Sturdevant
Lorelei and John Vollmar
Cyndi and Bud Wheatley
Mary Ellen and Bob White
Todd and Nancy Whitford
Joan Williams

Thank you to our financial supporters who make an impact at the CSPM everyday!

*Clock Tower Society/150 th Society Members
  In-Kind Support


