
From Paris to the Plains: 
The Artistry of Artus & Anne Van Briggle 

  
 

When Artus Van Briggle stepped off the train 
at the Colorado Springs station in March 1899, he 
carried a secret formula. After years of study and 
experimentation, Van Briggle successfully devised a 
matte glaze that was in contrast to the traditional 
High-Gloss pottery of the Victorian Era. Coming west 
to seek a cure for his tuberculosis, Van Briggle 
founded a pottery that combined his innovative 
glaze, unique artistic vision and inspiration drawn 
from our natural setting to revolutionize American 
ceramics.    

Prior to arriving in Colorado Springs, Artus 
Van Briggle studied art in Paris from 1893 to 1896. His experiences there transformed both his 
personal and professional lives. Artus studied at the Julian Academy and often visited the 
Louvre and Sévres Ceramics Museums in Paris. There he admired the delicate, dead or matte 
glazes of China’s Ming Dynasty. Inspired to rediscover the long-lost formula for these 
beautifully soft finishes, Artus began his life’s work. It was also in Paris that Van Briggle met his 
fiancé, fellow art student Anne Lawrence Gregory. Anne joined Artus in Colorado Springs 
in1900 and the couple married two years later.  

Van Briggle Art Pottery produced award winning ceramics in the Art Nouveau style. 
Understood largely as a response to the mechanization and urbanization of the industrial age, 
Art Nouveau (new art in French) was an international style in vogue from 1890-1910. 
Incorporating natural decorative motifs such as plants and animals, artists stressed harmony 
between the object and its decoration. The innovative pottery of Artus and Anne Van Briggle 
featured colors and plants found in their adopted home of Colorado while perfectly epitomizing 
the values of Art Nouveau movement.    

Tragically, Artus Van Briggle died of tuberculosis in 1904 at the age of 35. After his 
death, Anne became president of the company until she left the business in 1912. Together, 
Artus and Anne Van Briggle created a uniquely original — and enduring artistic legacy. The over 
150 pieces of Van Briggle Art Pottery featured in this exhibit were created during 1900- 1912 
and thus directly reflect the work and genius of Artus and Anne Van Briggle.     
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A Fitting Memorial in Tile 
After the death of her husband Artus in July, 1904, Anne Van Briggle became President 

of Van Briggle Art Pottery. Searching to increase sales with new products, Anne and her protégé 
Emma Kincaid began to produce tiles in late 1904. The company went through a series of 
financial challenges and reorganizations over the next eight years including a name change to 
the Van Briggle Pottery and Tile Company.  

In 1907 construction began on a new home for Van Briggle Pottery. The building soon 
became known as the Memorial Pottery in honor of Artus Van Briggle. It was built on land 
donated by General William Jackson Palmer at the southern end of Monument Valley Park. The 
Dutch Farmhouse style building was designed by architect Nicolaas van den Arend. Pottery 
production began in the building in September of 1908 and a grand opening reception was held 
on December 2nd.   

In 1908, valued employee Frank Riddle returned to work for Van Briggle Pottery after 
obtaining a degree in ceramic engineering in Ohio. Riddle handled all technical and mechanical 
operations of the company while Anne controlled artistic matters. After her marriage in 1908 to 
Etienne Ritter, Anne continued to direct the company until she left the business in 1912.  

After an unsuccessful lease, Van Briggle Pottery was sold at a Sherriff’s Auction on the 
east steps of the El Paso County Courthouse (now the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum) in 
June of 1913. Eerily, the sale of this historic business took place not far outside the door to this 
gallery.   

Located at the southeast corner of Uintah Street and Glen, the Memorial Pottery 
operated from 1908 to 1968. Now owned by Colorado College, the tile-clad and highly 
decorative building has been extensively restored in recent years.   

International Acclaim 
Prior to his death in July 1904, Artus Van Briggle achieved an astounding level of 

international acclaim within a few short years. With his health deteriorating, Artus and Anne 
spent a few months in Tucson, Arizona during the winter of 1902-1903. After returning to 
Colorado Springs in the spring of 1903, Artus submitted 24 pieces of pottery to the prestigious 
Paris Salon — and all 24 were accepted. This was a remarkable accomplishment as the salon 
had extremely stringent requirements for entry.  

When Van Briggle’s precarious health prevented him from attending the Paris Salon, he 
enlisted the assistance of good friend and fellow artist Harold Mott-Smith to arrange his exhibit. 
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According to published accounts, the results were stunning. Mott-Smith artistically arranged 
the pottery on black velvet cloth, and placed the largest pieces on top to create visual impact. 
The Paris jury awarded Van Briggle 2 gold, 1 silver and 12 bronze medals for his pottery.  

In 1904, Van Briggle submitted 100 pieces of pottery to the Louisiana Purchase 
Centennial Exposition, also known as the St. Louis World’s Fair. There he earned 2 gold, one 
silver and 2 bronze medals. The fair was still underway when Artus passed away on July, 4, 
1904. Organizers honored his life and work by placing black crepe on the Van Briggle Pottery 
exhibit.  

After the death of her husband, Anne continued to win awards. At the 1905 Lewis and 
Clark Centennial Exposition in Portland, Oregon, Van Briggle Pottery earned a gold medal in the 
overall competition. In 1907 at their tenth anniversary exhibition, the renowned Boston Arts 
and Crafts Society awarded Van Briggle Pottery their highest exhibit award and granted Anne 
Van Briggle the distinguished degree of Master within their society.  

Van Briggle’s success at the 1903 Paris Salon brought critical acclaim to him, but was 
also seen as a point of pride for his adopted state of Colorado. As a Denver newspaper noted, 
“…the acceptance by the salon jury of art pottery made in Colorado Springs means that the 
barriers of prejudice that have existed in eastern minds against the west in its art work, will 
now be reduced, since the highest authority on art in the world has placed the Colorado 
product on a level with the best..”  The enduring popularity and widespread praise of Van 
Briggle Art Pottery helped to establish Colorado Springs as a center for the Arts.  

Enduring Generosity 
This gallery is dedicated to Dr. Winthrop and Lois Crouch. Due largely to their vision and 

generosity, the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum houses the world’s largest public collection 
of Van Briggle Pottery. We are proud to honor their legacy by featuring over 150 pieces of Van 
Briggle Pottery in this exhibit.  

Lois Kimzey was born on the Pine Grove Ranch near the Black Forest, and grew up in a 
house on North Corona Street in Colorado Springs. While attending Colorado Women’s College 
in Denver Lois eloped to Raton, New Mexico with Colorado School of Mines student Jim 
Perryman. Employed as a geologist, Jim’s career took Lois and their son Jim Jr. all over the 
country. Eventually the family settled in Houston, Texas where Lois was very active in the 
League of Women Voters and the arts community.  

After her husband passed away, Lois became reacquainted with Dr. Winthrop Crouch of 
Colorado Springs who happened to have been childhood friends with Jim Perryman. Lois moved 
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back to Colorado Springs in 1968 and married Dr. Crouch at her mother’s home on North 
Corona. Upon her return to Colorado Springs, Lois Crouch become actively involved in the 
community as a docent for the Fine Arts Center and as a board member  for the Pikes Peak 
Library District.  

However, it was Lois’ work in preserving the history of Van Briggle Pottery and 
revitalizing international interest in the study of Van Briggle that proved to be her proudest 
accomplishments. Recognizing that little scholarly study of Van Briggle Pottery had taken place, 
Lois Crouch began to collect and document it with fervor. After researching it extensively and 
coauthoring two books on the subject, Lois Crouch generously donated most of her Van Briggle 
Pottery Collection to the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum.  

Lois Crouch remembered her work this way in 1994, “It has been a great joy. Perhaps 
the greatest joy of all was that the Pioneers Museum did a Win and Lois Crouch Gallery just for 
Van Briggle Pottery. That is really a source of great pride to us.”  

Two Lives Intertwined 
According to close friend Benjamin E. Sutton, everyone liked Artus Van Briggle. Sutton 

described his friend “Van” as: tall, freckle- faced red head with long arms and legs, soft eyes, a 
musical voice and a terrific sense of humor.  The spirited Van Briggle encouraged Sutton to, “stir 
about, see things with new eyes, go to Europe…” and learn French among other things. 
Although Artus Van Briggle lived in Colorado Springs only five years — he left a lasting 
impression on this community and the art world.   

Born in Felicity, Ohio on March 31, 1869, Artus Van Briggle left home for Cincinnati at 
the age of 17. There he painted doll heads for the Arnoldt Doll Manufactory and apprenticed 
for Carl Langenbeck of the Avon Pottery. As his talent and experience grew, Van Briggle became 
a designer for Rookwood Pottery under the direction of Maria Longworth Nichols Storer. 
Impressed with his artistic abilities, Storer sent Van Briggle to Paris in 1893 to study art. In 1895, 
Artus Van Briggle met fellow art student Anne Lawrence Gregory and the two became engaged. 
Although both Artus and Anne returned from Europe in 1896, they were not reunited until 
1900.  

Artus returned to Rookwood Pottery in Ohio until the spring of 1899, when seeking a 
cure for his tuberculosis he moved to Colorado Springs on the advice of a friend. After living 
briefly with the Sutton Family on North Tejon Street, Artus moved out to the Chico Basin Ranch, 
35 miles southeast of Colorado Springs. Treated as a member of the family by Mr. and Mrs. 
W.C. Holmes and their two children, Van Briggle took walks in the countryside scouting for local 
deposits of kaolin and feldspar, important ingredients in clay mixtures. He also worked on 
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pottery designs using a portable throwing wheel and entertained the family and guests with his 
piano playing.  

After regaining his strength, Van Briggle worked with Professor of Chemistry William 
Strieby to fire his experimental pottery in an assayers kiln in a laboratory basement at Colorado 
College. By the spring of 1901 Van Briggle believed he had perfected a dead or matte glaze and 
sent several pieces for approval to Maria Storer who was then living in Spain. After cabling Van 
Briggle the message “Satisfactory,” Storer met with Artus in Colorado Springs and agreed to 
help finance construction of 10 ft. wide pottery kilns at his studio on North Nevada Avenue. By 
1901, Van Briggle had successfully produced 300 pieces of pottery which he offered for sale at 
his studio. According to an article in the Colorado Springs Gazette, all 300 pieces were sold 
within days.   

After returning from Europe, Anne Gregory taught German, French and Art in a small 
coal mining town in Pennsylvania. In 1900 good friend and fellow artist Alice Shinn encouraged 
Anne to apply for a position as Superintendent of Art at the Colorado Springs High School. Anne 
held that position until June of 1902, when she and Artus were married at sunset on the mesa 
near Cheyenne Mountain. Anne Lawrence Gregory was born in Plattsburgh, New York on July 
11, 1868. She studied art in New York City, Berlin and Paris. Alice Shinn described Anne as “…so 
lovely in appearance…so rare, so steadfast, so beautiful a character.”  

After 1902, Anne Van Briggle joined her husband full-time in the pottery business and 
according to Shinn, “The Van Briggles were working day and often half the night and the kilns 
were turning out beautiful pottery.” In 1902, the Van Briggle Pottery Company was formally 
established with initial capitalization of $50,000. Principal stockholders were Maria Storer, 
General William Jackson Palmer, Professor Strieby, A. Sutton and Winfield Scott Stratton. 
Within two short years, Van Briggle Pottery received international acclaim at the 1903 Paris 
Salon and the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair.   

Tragically, Artus Van Briggle died of tuberculosis on July 4th, 1904 at his home in 
Colorado Springs. He was only 35 years old. Anne Van Briggle carried on her work at Van Briggle 
Pottery for several more years, but finally left the company in 1912. In July, 1908 she married 
Etienne Ritter, a Swiss-born mining engineer. Once relieved of the stress and heavy 
responsibilities of running the pottery, Anne returned to painting and moved with her husband 
to Denver in 1923. Anne Ritter passed away in 1929.   

Van Briggle Tire Fireplace 
This Van Briggle Art Pottery fireplace is comprised of nearly 100 individual tiles. The 

Pettigrew Auction Company painstakingly removed it from the home (built in 1909) at 1208 
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North Corona Street in Colorado Springs. In 1995, the Friends of the Colorado Springs Pioneers 
Museum purchased the beautiful fireplace and generously donated it to the CSPM Collection.   

Van Briggle Pottery produced tiles during the years 1904-1920. Tiles were used to 
decorate both residence interiors and building exteriors. Excellent local examples of exterior 
use can be found on the former YWCA building at the northeast corner of Kiowa and Nevada, 
and the Memorial Pottery building now owned by Colorado College at the southeast corner of 
Uintah and Glen.  

A 1905 article in the Colorado Springs Gazette indicates that the introduction of tile 
products was done for commercial reasons. “..tile was easy to turn out and because tile brings 
good prices and there is a good market for first class tile.”  

Van Briggle Pottery advertised their decorative tiles in national magazines, describing 
them as appropriate for, “fireplaces, interior decorations etc… They bear all the characteristics 
of Van Briggle Pottery and offer the designers of fine homes the opportunity to select 
something entirely different and superior…” 

Fine Artists at Work 
Both Artus and Anne Van Briggle were classically trained artists. According to published 

accounts, Artus Van Briggle displayed an exceptional level of artistic talent from an early age. 
He left his home in Felicity, Ohio at the age of 17 to pursue an education and career in art. 
While working in Cincinnati, Artus attended night school at the Cincinnati Academy of Art and 
the School of Design at the Mechanics Institute.  

In 1893 Van Briggle submitted an oil painting titled, My Grandmother to the salon 
exhibition at the 1893 Columbian Exposition also known as the Chicago World’s Fair. The 
beautifully executed painting of his paternal grandmother Mrs. Charity Van Briggle was 
accepted into the exhibit — quite an honor for such a young artist. Later, while living in 
Colorado Springs, Artus’ painting titled Church at Anvers-Sur-Oise (seen here) appeared in the 
first Colorado College art show in Perkins Hall.   

Due to the generosity of Rookwood Pottery Founder Maria Longworth Nichols Storer, 
Artus sailed for Europe in July 1893. He studied in Paris under Jean Paul Laurens and Benjamin 
Constant at the Julian School, and eventually attended the prestigious Beaux Arts School of Fine 
Arts as well. In 1893 Artus won a prize for his student drawings and in 1894 received an award 
for his paintings. While in Paris, Van Briggle took short trips to the French countryside and in 
the summer of 1894 he visited Venice, Italy.  
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Initially focusing on painting and charcoal drawing, young Anne Lawrence Gregory 
studied art with Charles Melville Dewey in New York City. After traveling to Europe with her 
aunt Martha Gregory, she studied painting and clay modeling while attending the Victoria 
Lyceum in Berlin, Germany. In Paris Anne attended the Colarossi Academy of Art.  

Anne Van Briggle never lost her love of painting. After she left work at the pottery 
company in 1912, she was an active member of the local arts community. Anne was a trustee of 
the Broadmoor Art Academy and served as the Academy’s 2nd President from 1920-1922. She 
retained a close association with the Art Department at Colorado College and in 1920 several of 
her oil paintings and ceramics were featured in an exhibit at the Denver Art Museum.  

Process & Production 
In the early years of Van Briggle Pottery, Artus Van Briggle experimented with various 

clays from the Colorado region. He combined these with essential clay ingredients from Georgia 
and Tennessee to create his own mixtures. The clay would be refined, pressed, kneaded and 
then molded into a vase, plate, bowl or figurine. 

Next, a plaster mold would be made from the original clay piece; an example of a mold 
is included in this display. Liquid clay would then be poured into the mold and left until it 
hardened. The next step was to remove the hardened clay piece, retouch its design and then 
send it to the kiln.  

The white vase is an example of this first firing called “biscuit bake.” The object is then given its 
color with the end result being a new piece of Van Briggle Pottery.  

Artus & Anne Intertwined 
The partnership of Artus and Anne Van Briggle is immortalized in the trademark 

intertwined double A mark on the bottom of Van Briggle Pottery. Although the couple did not 
wed until June of 1902, the first known use of the insignia was by Artus at Chico Basin Ranch in 
1899.  

 


