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forest proteoted ues frow the norith winds, =nd & counlless number of

dend Lrees furnished us with sbundant fuel for our fires during the

inclenent season, Fe were encircled by riunpges of lofty mountaine,

whose ppow-glad summits refloocted in Lhe sun their brightness on all
Lhke surrounding acuntry.

"AL Lhe bepinning of winbter, & S00n a3 the snow begins to fall in
abundangs, Lhousands Of deer come down from Lhe mounituins, GomeLimes
Lthe snoew abtains & thiokness of two und LHree feel, &nd when the sur-
faoce is frosen, it often happens thal forly bunters will kill 300 in a
day. vyou may juwige of Lhe preat ousbers of deer Lhat fill Lhe valleys
and low places. in winter. Wekore we were epngamped we lived entirely
on Lhke schase, But 4f Lhe snow is 1light, the Indii=ns go hungry, ani
though Lhe grouni is frosen Lhey Bave recOurss LO Lhe Camas-root, whidh
{s vory sbundant in Lhat region, and which Lhe natives call Sx®aolol#
e ,*‘ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ#ﬁ?—-ﬁfﬁfgffiwwmgr

In Lhe above, Father De Smet spesks ms if it were nol comuon, Fud at
the precise locality of the Fend d?0reilles? camp st leasti, for the
anow to attain a depth of more then Lwo or Lhree feot, Howaver Lhatk
miay be, 4in the wintar of Lhe Big Snow, in February, it had ‘atisined &
penersl depth of five feel, For afler a short seccount of how Lhe
Pend d40refllies built a¥Mittle chureh of the wilderness," and
rather longlhy story of Christmas and other religious cbservances,

Lhe pood father continues:

"In the beginning of February, EEEME] I set out to visit our differ-
ent setilements and stations, and Lo form new onea wuong the neighbor-
ing tribes ©f our reductions, The entire aurface of Lhis region waa
then oovered with soow five feel deepi mand [ was compelled L0 go from
the Bay of Pend d40reflics %o Lhe Horse Plain, in & bark oande, a dim-
tance of 2060 miles,

#] ‘was among Ny dear Fletheads and Pend d?0reilles of Lhe mountains,
during Pasehal time, and hal the gresat consolation of fiopling Lhem
roplete with seal and fervor in fulfilling Lhe duties of Lrue
¢hildren of preyer,”

It was not antil after The Paschal, or Ysolefin feast of Easter
hud been solsbrated asong Lhese phontmenally religious Lribtes, Lhal
e recsrds that Ythe snow was fest disappearing,”
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Saveral of Lhe Pakota indian “winler counts," or painted role

eanlendars, set forth by Mallery in Lhe FOurth and Tenth Annual
Aaparts of Lhe Bureau of ELhnology, preserve & recOlleclion of thig
winter of 1844.5 as & winter of dsep snow in Hg— ;ng:kl of the Hlack
Hilla of Dakolh, oS, “"he pictopruphic esblem of that
winter is = MWW tence connecoted wilh a pine treej; and, as displayed
on one such calendar, the explenation obbtained for it from Lhe Indians
through interpreter Jean FPrimeau al Cheyenns Aﬁﬁnny, Dakota, in 1888,
was, "Unususally heavy spnow had to build eorrals for ponies,V And
the interpratation from another calendar, obiained &t the same place
in $879, was, "Heavy ancw, in which Many of their [i_e., Lhe Iu-:linnsa
ponies perished.V Interpratations from yat oLther culendars WeTe,
Lthat "rhe Winneeonjous bullt & pine fort" that winter; and Lkal
*Manians wintered in the 3lack Hills. " These Manians wera
ProLably & pariy ot 0 [ Lol onolion
that had bean hunting in the 2lack Hills eduniry, and a8 oaught
by the Big Snow, wnl datained there Lill epring, Bvidently, in
the devioe by whkich Lhis heavy snow winter was designaled in Lhe
sbove sajd winter counis, Lthe tepee is smblematic of an Indian
villapge; =2nd Lhe pine tree, of Lhe pine [orests Of the Hlack Hills,
And it 45 equally evident thal the i Snow winter was a familiar
topic amonpg the Dakotas and Wandan Indisns of Lhe fpper Missouri
Yalley,

“he winter of 1648-7 waa ona of doep snows and bitier gold Koross
the entire breadth of Lhe Far Weat,

in his "emoirs, " Fremont saya of it, "This happensd Lo be one of
the severse winters 9o the weslern coust, The anow fell desp in Lhe
mopuntainz, ant in the low country Lravelling in lerge Lodies & of mon
wis made nard anl difficult by prolonged esaterly storpmas, during whiech
eold rains flooded the couniry, Yhis was the winter of the Donner
digaster; anows had already barred Phe pesses of the Slerra levada,
when that party reached the hesad of Lhe Salmon Yrout [?uw cirlled
Truu!;r.-] River.,™

Yhe Donner disaster, one of Lhe most distregsing sevents of early
far wesisrn history, noed nol be relsled hera, Its sLorTy has been
well narrated in Wotlaghan's ®History of Lhe Donner Party, A I'ragedy
of Lhe Sierra—not t9 mention other nccfunis—knd iz burned into Lhe
mepkory of all who have read or:Beard it.

Tn Lhe Rooky Mountains and grest ¥lains, Lhore was also ®ach suffer-
ing that sesson. Az it wihs tLhe first winter after our occupalion of
nurtngrn'uhxiuﬂF Lhere was Lore Lhan ordinsary winter Ltrovel bDelween
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Hew Mexiso apnd the Missouri Hiver: and the Sunts Fe Trail, with 1ts
Bent's Fort branch then recenitly Go2e int0 ube &5 A WAEROND rosd, wore

ptrawn with the earcasses of starved and frozen oranturcs, Kules
driven in harness, oxen in Wi yoke, senk down and perished, in
¢amp, tired animals lay down Lo rTesi, hever LO rise agsin, Some,
#7en,0f the very wilves of the wilderncas were stricken, Uen

travearaed the proat roads wilh iey besrdae apd froated foeld and aoue
oven sucoufbed to the biting blasts, or Lo suffoestion beneath desep
sonoawdrTif s, A perusal of Lisulenanl Abert's itinsrery, relnting
the experiences of his own «nd other parties bolwsen Saunlta Fe and
Fort Lesvenworth in Decesber and January, will satisfy the inguirer
a3 t0 the oharacler of that winter on the Pluins,
Throughout the fortiea, curicusly, the Tule, Mavery Other winter &
hard one,"™ seels L0 have prevailed,
The winter of 748-2, in the ROcky Kountains &t leaat, conformed Lo
Lhst Tuls, For that was Lhe winter of Fremont?s Yatiarvaltion
exunedition, ™ when, s0 early as Lthe 17Lh of Hovember, LRE&lL explorer
wrote from Bent’s Fort, "Soth indiane and whites: here report the snow
L0 be doepsaT in the mountains than hse for & loag tima bLeen known oo
eavly in the season,™ & like report being heurd but » week later
from-most of the old traprers at Fort el Pusble, with Lhe sddition,
nays Molehne, "ihat il was impossible Lo oross. Lhe mountains st Lhat
Lims: =m0 that "{L wag nobk withoul somg hesilation" thet ons of Lhnmlil
Mumemﬂl Lo o =3 Premont’s puide, while Dick Wogtton, who had
joined the expedition at Bent's Forl, soo0n saw ils rashness, and very
wicely abandoned’ it,
"intil we re4sched Lhe mgnmit of Wet Mountain,"™ says Ereockenridge,
"our party consisted of Lhirly-three menj Tubt st Lhat point, Diek
Yoolton, one of CUoloradols pioneerse who had Joined us st Forl Fent,
Larned back, pMter a good long look 4l the valley bealow.and the
snow-goversd Jangre de Crislo Wountzina heyﬂnﬂ, he exelaided:: '"here
is too Sigol anow snhead for me,!) nnd immediately moanted his horne Wnd
diaapgg;rpﬁ down the mountein Towsrdl Hardserabble, That wan Lhe last
wo aaw of Disk WooiLton, I have always since Lhought Woottonm‘s hend
was 1svpl on the subject of wmwountein Lravel io Lhe winter ™
v0id B411 Williams," the guide engaged ALk the Fueblo, who had Leen &
wildlerness dwellsr ainoe the War of 1812 and a Lrapper in Lhe foonblaing
singe the midile Lwenties, 1old Breckenridge, sfter Lhey had reaghed
the Rio Drapde near present AlaZosa, bthat Yihe snow was deepeT and Lhe
waAthar Nore guvere LAGD ho had ever known it LO be befors.V Ful he
waus Jdoubblless sware that Whitsan and Lovejoy hal orossed by the

"B o, allosy T s mmm._,;&@ ugh for T ks
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Cochotopsn Pasm in the severe winter of 2432.3, ani he perhapio knew of
the [odfar andl Mexissn routes Ly #ng’rf..:irrmrﬁ Ureek oand Pass and by
way of the Puerto del fio del Horte wml the lakes Santa Maris and
dan Uristoval, and in any ovent he hed shiiday Lhought Lhey "eould
Ranage L9 geb Lhrougk, though not wilhout considersble suffering ™
apd his um'plu:,rer was deterzZined to prove the mountains traversable ool
gven in winter; o, disreparding the portentous white shroud dExwEw
that eonfronted them, Premont, guided by Willjamks in & direoction ssid
to hars been insisted on by Fremont spainst the old trapperts Judpuent
romons nm:n, t-n:a.- grwsrd to Lhe divide north of Lhe Puarlko
del Riw deﬁiﬁ:?& ﬁ¢hu Jigaster in which ten men snd A
eavallads of L20 -ulnﬂ perished and tho grester parbt of & valusble
material aguipment was losi,

To 1BB2-8, in Lhe Ogslslsa Dakotas country, attention is ealled by
the winter ocount of White Cow Kilier, which styles it & "dreat .
Enow Wioter, " That {t was suech in Lkho Rocky Mopntsine wlso, is
indieated Ly the experiences of Hewule and Heap's party enroute rrun-
M{ssouri to Californis in 1853, whick in June of thal year fouwnl, the
tributeries of Sumniszon Aiver grewtly swollen, the Unookmpshgre {m-
passable, and the Sunnisen itself, whore Lhe indompahprs Joined it,

4 wipghty flood with "a breadth of over two hundred and fifvy yards,”
flowing "with & louwl and angry current, its amber-.golored walers roar-
ing sullenly past, laden with tLhe wreoks of irees uprooled by Lheoir
fury,” while constantly were heurd Ysounds like Lhe booking of distant
srtiliery, ocossioned by the caving in of it clayey and sandy banks ©
The guide, Felipe Archalets, tetated that he hal neier seen Lhe river
50 high, and that it was owing LO Lhe unususl guantity of snow which
had fallen in the wountains during the laat 'Hintnr "

In the following winter, Frekont Jdid not find Eﬂt- ED{II en the
mountains betwsen San Luis Perk and the Grand Riv er_in nat all cona
parable ifiiﬂiw with what he hud sesn in his journay aof
74g-89; but Ii%iﬁif the snow hﬂﬂmﬁﬂ deepor apd the cold more intense,
apd Fresont considered tho ﬁrintnrﬂnf unususl eold; and st Parawan,
tftan, he was told by the cltizens that 1t had been Maltogether Lhe
serersat sinde Lhe settledent of this velley.V

T#0 years later, on Lhe esstorn border of Lhe Far Weat, ‘& #Soversd
sesson i is stientedy for in Lhe winter of A65-f, was repsnted the
gonpditlon seen fn +42.85— the ﬂi:uiuuippl Rivertefap frozen orer st Hi,
f,ouis s0lidly anouph Lo sdtit of bLelng cros ed by wheel=d vehioles

apon the jos,
Rendal 1“&1-1:{ Iﬂﬂ-fﬂl:-
[n Lhe winter af 1RST.B, #‘ﬁt',l I:"—Ililnu.d ARch weross the oouthern
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