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could not himself vouch [or the facta.m

#nd again we read, in Cogtant's History of Wyoming, the Tollowing
anecdote of Lhe Big Snow Winler, and of some of its sequels:

"rraypera and Indjans have Lold many stories aboul Lhe eduld winter of
1&{}4_]4{. Ko ona knew just how cold it was, but =any whita men
glaim that it eould mol heve been less than sixty degreea Lelow zaro,
Jim Ssker, who wis in Wyoming that winter, says that jt was Lhe cold-
#5L wenther he aver axporienced, It killed pearly oll the horses and
ponies belonging Lo Lhe Inijans as wall &5 Lbhe Lrappers, In Lthose
days hundreds of Rerds of buffalo wintared in Wyoming mnd that year
they all froze to desth, Elk, antelope and deer lorgely suffered the
game fate, Bridpger has a&led btold of ‘this severs winter many Limes

'nnd hm sajd that the aold extended all over Wyoming and Colorads, Tha

Indinns naver tirsd of telling of Lthe wintar whan all their poinies
died, In their traditions they made the record on tha roeks by the
gign of & prostrate horse, which told the story in the forcible lan-
guaze of the nborigines, Jim Heker reliles an interesting incidant
conneoted with the loss of the horses of the Lrappers, Yhe btand he
wan connocted wilh thal wioter, [ound themselves on foob in Lke suring
and they laft their eabins on the headwaters of Lhe North Platte above
Saratoga and wenl soulkwest into Utash in search of another bapd bLelons-
ing to iLhe samg comRpany, Thay beoams [ootsors and hungry, Thare
WwaE no gans, 25 sverything bad been killed by the cold, and consegueni~
1y the journey was & terrible omne, but they at l;F-ﬂl- ranched Lhe ocaop
of Trappera Lhay wera in search of &nd & council was held &s Lo what
should bs dono, The Utah bLrappers had saved the most of Lheir
horses, bul they wers in need of more, IL was al lasl decided to o
into fouthern California and aupilg fraesh mounts; and o they united
their forces and set out for the Soulh, Jouthern California at Lhat
tima bolonped Lo Wexice, and it was inhabited by Mexiownps nnd Spani-
ards #ho hod largpe bheands Oof horses, The Lreppers had lived so0 long
in the country whers might made right, Lhat Lhey possessed oo
seruples in supplying tLhemselves al the expense of the rish stockmen
of Lhe southern oountry, *hey found horses mors numerous than they
expected, and thoy had Iittle difficunlty, Baker sadd, in gathering up
4,000 heed, wsnd with these Lhey stwrted bsok to Mtah, The owners
followad for a long distance, but the trwppers sent theilr ogquawa ahaad
with the stock and formed Lhemselves Into'a rear guard to Keep off the °
Mexicans, he trappers, Indinn like, greslly rejoiced over Lheir
successful formy and,after selebiraling the event,they divided up Lke
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herd, and Haker wnd his friends ocums Oon L0 their 914 hunting and trap-
ping grounds, But Lidings of their appronch haa reached Lhe Indians,
who were greatly exeited to bear that a big band of horses ware nsar,
of faring » chance Lo replace their dead ponies, o sooner werna Lhe
trappers comfortably installed in their 9ld cabins, with their horses
wbout them, Lhan thkey were fiertely atlnecked by m larpge band of sava-

gFes, It was & long, denperste fight, in which many of Lhe Indimns
paid dearly for their Loldness;, the unerring rifles of Lhe Lrappers
giving them greatl odds over Lthe poorly wrmed "red men, Hothing sheweil

renaing now to mark the apot where the desdly strugsle for supremacy
took plmce, excapt the names Battle Wounkain and Balttle Cresk, now
made famous by remarkably rich veins of copper ore, Which nunes cals
from Lhe anrepemant fought by Jin Paker apnd hia fellow Ltrappers wilth
Lhe hostile Indisns for the posdsssion of & Lend of horses, the bLit-
terneas of the fight being intensified by Lhe faol thal Lhey were Lhe
only horzes in that part of the countiy,®

VWhether & te?paraturse =50 low as sixty depgrees Lelow Zerd bkas ever in
historis times prevailed over Lhe plains of Wyoding or not, Lhere is
reas0on Lo bolisve that buffale and animels of Lhe deer femily aean
witketand any temperntures Lo whick they are lisble in Colorado and
YWyoming LuLiLn&a&-—pravidg%, %ﬂ;L n9 otker conditions prevent them
from travelling Lo sheltar, #{’ﬂuﬂnmhling in herds, AWdd e diddd ouuy
apd from proguring an sbundance of food. Therafore, siarvation—
due to the universally deep wnd incrusted sSnOWw—was probably & larger
facior e thkan cold, in the widespread extinction of animals in the
3ig Snow winler of 1844.5, )

3yt however thal may be, one point in Mr, Coutanl’s intexesting
santribution requires correction; i.e., kis statphenl bthait Bebile
Mountain and Hattle GCreek were named from Lhis ﬁéﬁi&i gver California
horaes, Those wlacos derived their names from an event that Lrans.
vired several years prior to 18485; viz,, the batile of & Lrapping
surty led by a Uerman known to the mountain men as "Frapp," ( his resl
nane was Henry Fraeb), on the 2ist and 224 of Aupgust, 1841, in whish,
apainsba greatly supsrior number of Siouw, Cheyennes, und Arapakos,
the trappers defended Lhemselves d#W and their cavellada in a forl of
felled cottonwood Lrees, known as "Frapp's Fort," in the sastern angle

made by the confluence of 3attle Creek wilh the Tittle Snake River.
Ela and &

1 AL AW Mounteins
ni;;:%hinh hattlu?mF:nnpr lng Lﬁrnn others were killed, the Inijians
losing a much grealer nubnier, fquar Mountuin took its neme from tha

squaws of the trappera? cmmp having hidden on it during Lhe Iight, &=
Jim Laker was in thst bLattle, and furpnished, throuph delntoah and Heed,




the well known account of ft published in El porveéenir, with the nanss

of the 32 men of Fraeb's party (but 27 of whom sciually particinated
in the fight) and of the & who were killed, Lhe wocount frou which
these facts ave taken, he can hardly have safd Lhat Bautle Mountain
and Cresk were named from an event Lthat took plige meveral years sub-
sequent to 1641, My, Coutant?s attribuling such & stztement to him,
mpst be dus t0 & s0nfusion of dats, As HBaker and his coxpmnions,
o returning Srom Californis, took Lheir share of the spoils baok to
their old hunting eabins, and Az Lhe Indians Attacked thed alter Lhey
were again 'Teomfortably installed in their 0l1d osbins wilk Lheir
horses around Lhem, ™ Lhe faot thal these cabins were "on the hesd.
watote of the lHorlh Plstte, above Saratoga,™ is evidenoe onough Lhsl
the attack was not made in the neighborhood of Battle Mountsin; and it
fndicates that it is Battle Lake, nosr the 0ld Doskpe-ReObler mine 4in
Lthe Grand Enssmnpiient distriet, Lhal was the sdene Of Lhe batile ovoer
dalifornisa horses, And whose nune comhenorates thal event, Battle
Lake i5 on a roule belween Saratogs and Lhe LilLlle Snake River, by way
of Grand Enoanpuent dreek,

“he plundering of F;;t Ungompahgre, in acuthweatern Uolorado, wnnd
that of Fort Uintak, in noertheastern ULah, by the Ules, whick resull-
ed in the sbanionuent of Lhoségyboats by Lheir owner, from that Lime
forward, wers iuéidégf% of, : w8 knd,althouph fartBer discussion of
thege aVenle Buslt be r_elng_t.t.ﬁﬂu t,"l:l :nul‘rher papar, Lhesrs osn bae 1ittle
dogbt Lthat Lhsy Wwere & Qhri of the ténﬂﬂqu&hﬂbﬂ of Lthe Big Snow of
that winter, Or that the Utes were yirtually driven Lo Lhese high-
handed acts againat the property righte of Robidoux, Ly the sufferings
sl 11ife and desth enarponodiocs which the Big Snow brought upon vhem,

It would seem, too, Lhat Lhe buffalo were destroyed in the region
sbout Fort Bridger in Lhe swme Lite and Esnner a8 on the Larafie Plain
and e in many other garts of Wyoming and Colorsdoi for 4n J, A,

Allen?s Mi ;niE EI the Apleriosn 2ispn EE_EEEEI:

"Jules J‘i:nuiiufurﬁgﬁmﬁﬁlﬂ 1 bulialo bull made his
MppewTAnoe AL Fort Eridger lmasl surumer [13?51; but that none had been
gesn there before, soccording to Dr, Garter, for ithRirty yoars.®

in Lhe history of forks B réain and Lancastier, the winter of 744.-5
was the first ii lhiémm wore nob ocoupled for the usual
puffalo trade with the Cheyennes snd Arapahosn, The advent of g
deep and untraversaply-crusied snow on the @ounleains snpd piledmont
plains, a th% of Lthat winter, 'osused Lhers the
zirtus]l extinetion of such buffulo bends s had failed L0 Digrsie LO
lower latitudes or lesser aliitudes , or to rewch life-sustaining
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groves of eottonwood or mounisin mspi 60 thalt En!klﬁgll;l.pl_ At Buch

trade in Lke Southk Platie posls would hive been eoBzsratively profii-
lesn, The eountry south of Lhe frkansas, Lhon, St vy s
saiahidel would he a much better field for exploitalion, Eyen before
that fell winter, hunting had visibly dearessed the supply of boffalo
for the trade al Lhe Jouth Platie posals, Bent, 5t, Vrain & Co, had
alresdy esatabliahed . s2all yost on the Canadiunm River in the 5]::.'ir|g

af J-;-_'pé snd through the E‘gguve and capsble clurk, Hatcher, and
gt n:-hi "Eiuﬁ"y parried on the buffrlo trade thers with

the Oomanches and Kiowss, 'The buffalo thst had 2jgrated Lo Lhe southorn
gogntry during LEat pwestomy fall snd winter, @4d not &t once rehune
thair old rsnge 1 L f op i vetwean Lhon SAnts
Fe snd Urapon trails after the passing of Lhe Big Snow winter, ofphlf
indesd never restogked the wentern pert of 1i, but only graduslly
returpned Lo the enstern} spd in the suktier &nd winter following , they
redsinad ahicfly south of the Arkansas, To Lhalt quarier Lhersfore,
for the Lime being, the HMessrs, Zent wnd 2t, Vrain turnod inoroasol
sttentfon, * building for the Usmunche snd Liow, wkeise tTole of 745.4

tkeir seoond, Canalian River post, dunts Lhese 1wy p dLﬂW
af LEE castghrn stirt-plain of the Rocky M a&ins, from Che south.

ern boMer of the Rorih Platie Sasin soglhward, was almost destitule
of large gAfe in the sunmer of 1845, Lhere ia wbundant evidenes, It
was found 80 by Golonel Kesrney’s command, whieh, in an expedition from
Fort Lesvenworih to fouth Pass and bagk Lthat sgekier, Srrohed from Fort
Laramies Lo Bent?s Fort througk an almost deserted land. There warn
probanly & few straggling buffulo near the Chupwater, whers some
horse-loads of Meat were seen; brought into & Cheyenne villapge by
Indian hunters, fouth of that, an olk or TwWd were Seen nesr Horse
Cresk, three buffalo snd an antelope near Lodgepole, and & fow slk on
Lhe Coohs }. 1a Poyire; but, as » whole, Lhe country was desolate, n
reaghing the f,rknn.sna, o few niles enst of the Puoklo, Captain Cooke,
ann ﬂ-f“wtﬁ‘ipiﬁam, wrotd: "There 1s 0o gale, Ye have not sesn b
herd of buffslo for sixtoen days™: nor were buffalg s f—s0 far an
we can judpe by the Captain‘s journal —Lill the oombiapd reachod tho
viginity of Chouteau?s Imland, :fi'-'e days ' march elow Bent’s Fort,

In his journal of Gthe mareh, the Captwin wrote of Lhe South Platie
gountry as " desert,” and & "fine range for elephantsh; of Cherry
fzroek Valley, a& "deyoid of life.V Hut he erred in writiog, "Lhers
heve not been baffalo hers for yewro,™ For such ap expreossion im-
plies st least several yewrs) while Fufus Hage hunted aldnpg donoe
herds of buffalo on Cherry Creek, near prasent Denver, in Janukry, [8543%

AT
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atel Fremont 'saswsawe iy Eai ¥ beard Lhatl Lhe Arapahos were
hunting buffale on upper Bijon in the first days of sl July, 1843,
and Inter in the sabe month hie own party killed & bull &b the head
of Cherry Creek; andl from Jape again we learn that buffzlo were
hunted in Lhe goring of 1844 on Plum Creek and elsawhere nser Lhe
Houth Plattela exit fron the Zounteains, and LhAst antelope and A
variety of large game Lhen sbounded on verious Lribularies of Lhe
South Platte,

“"he Southern Cheyennes —whose range, in the forties, was ochiefly
on the Plains esst of the Roekies, beiwoen the Arksnsss and Lhe
Platte — were interviewed by Lieut, J. W. Abert st Bent’s Forl in
the sunnsrps of 1845 and +44; wnd Lhal officer found Lthem much
depresesed Over Lhe rocent of tas buffalo, Aberl rEpOTLed
LhQL in 1845 they had suffered much siekness, "and what was LO thel
a ati1l greater cslamity, they were suffering from hunger, noi having
seen any buffalo, excopl now and then a single bull." At AL TikEmp;
Lhere wers probably no buffslo pearer Lo 3entts Fort than Choutesufa
[sland, near present Hartland, whers Kearnoy!s hunters seed Lo have
killed some in Adgust, BEven iu'f+q, Lie Soutiern Choyounnes saw no
herda from Jenuary (when with William Bent they went 140 miles past
of Bent?s Fort and kunted ot the Hanta Fe Croegsing of Lhe Arkansas)
until the esrly part of August.

—
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AE Tegpards forts 2L.¥Vriin and Lansaster, Lhae ra can be At doobibl Lhal
the Big 5nmprff 1844, winding up,as it did, i#:' alresdy diminished

supply of bulfsloc robos, was tho prite an f the discontinusnce of

regular trade ot wm after Lhe uﬂm. 1n Gon-

airjaral. ly luter years, WaWd cocasicnal kel use wis Zsde of Lhe
e REE "PR85 e posts by truders, Indisn agents, wnd immigrints,

rorts Laramie, Platte, Bridger, and Penl were So0re favorably oltual-
el for a continuanoe of Lrade;” for in 1845 Lhere were sLill many
puffalo on the Sweetwater, liorth Platte, ete,, (Wlthough nol on Lhe
Larasie Plains,) and by that year iy the three northern of these
posts had begun to supplement their business by the emigranit Lreds,
GHentts Forl hod soeeedeeticroeresteetfpegessy 0. T0Le LTede 301l Lribular
to i, uuﬁﬁmmuﬁamnt. T < T Fort :
Platte, however, sorvived ils coad jutor, ForL Lancasier, bul 1ljlLlle
more than & yeari for vefore the summer oOf 148, iL Bsd Leen bought =nd
torn down by Lhe Americun Fur UoRpany, OWnors of the S mival Fort
Laramie,

In the northwestorn Rooky Mountain region alec, LH44-L wia n 3ig
Snow winLer, Even in Novenmuer, LBe preaipitution wis unusuully
heavy, S0 eurly in Lhe sesnson, on Lhe lower-lying lands, raine
#liernnted with snows, and Lhe stireadis were LreMeniOusly swollen;
small orooks Lm::-,m|r:.gj_ng terrents, Trivers beeame floods. 'he
ahnraater of Lhe Bip Snow winter in that region i= well poOTLrsyed
by Pather Dg H%al in a journal edited Dby thittenden and Richardson,
in their ".ife, tetters and Travels" of thel remarkable wan, published
by Francie P. Harper.

Betiween the €1h and the 1I2th of lovesuer, tE44. Faikher Te Smet jour-
neyed through reins snd snows from the 08ld Hission of 2L, Ignaiius of
the Pend A70reillies, in the HEalispel Bay district esst of Take Pend
d70resille, <TO Lhe Migsdon of Lhe Sasred Hesart of Jesus [or Lhe Todur
ﬂ*.wﬂ-m:s.. “hs latter mis=ion was Lhen on SL, Joseph's Hiver, soulh-
ghat af Laks Cobur drathne, On the 49th he left Saored Heart with
four Indisn puides and hunters, Vound fO0T 5L, ¥Mary's Mission of Lhs
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iR Flathewis, which wie on Sitter Reol kiver near mresunt Stevens-
ville. *he difficulties whickh cospelied him Lo return Lo Zacred
Heark, hia sacond phortive Jjourney in December, and his faflure Lo
reach 8L, Mary?s uonlil seeWExNawwidg spring, usre related sa follows:

Wishe raipn and onow had pol cepsed O Seversl days, ond were 51111
falling. They even inoreuced, but sfter 21} kinds of diffioulties
und hariships, ewsused by the bad weanther, we [Ound Ourselves on Llhe
27th, ufter Lraversing the valley 0of S5t, Ignativa, almoat at the foot
of the mountsin, For several duys we now wound Lhrough tahiok woods
unl alcong the side of eliffs, amonp the most prodigious cedars, 1
Joubt if Tebaznon ever boare any Nore Bajeslle, or any as Sysleridus,
whe silence of Lhese pluces 1= unecrthly.

tpresently weo Tei Ttwo Hes Forchs, who were just down [rom the mount-
ains, Yhoey pAve us & mMoEL Lbrrif'!ug desaription of the clate of Lhe
trail, In view, therefore,of Lhe unremitiing snowfall, we concloded
Lhaul the phusaﬂe was ol present inpraslicsble and impoesible; moTeover,
the watars were now coming down from the moyntuins so fasl and-in such
ralume, that we Lhoughi of nothing bul of returning in hasle, e
were oonfronted by a new delugej Lhe 1little brooks of the duy beforoe
were now pwollen tLorrenis, rTushing pprouriously down. They arrested
uz sontingally, Lo make bridges or throw Lreee across, and unlond and
1opd apain Gur pack-animals, After endless miseries, Lumbles and
hesders, we st lagl cikfe oghin L0 the 81, Ipgnatiuve river, which had
risen c7ver Len feel, and was oarrying 30wn greil Zasges of Lres-tLrunks.

It wss nobl erossed without the preslpst danger, Unee [ found myself
under water, ani unier my mule; but I Beli fest 1o my beast, whioch dry-
ged Me to the farther shore, We camped IoT the night near the lagee

eross planued on Lke bLerritory of the chief Paulin. The river was
sti1l several feel Lelow the Lop of Lthe Lank, and we lay down 1o Bleep
withouli the least uneasiness;’ but towerd midnight one of =y men was

surprised snd smszed L0 find both his legs in the waler, He put his
hend out of the tenk, and lost no time in givipg the alarm ic his som.
panions, It wzs, in faet, high time; we found curselves surrcunded
Ly water, &8 by mnimmenss 1ake, The plain was [locdea Lhrcughoutl ius
enlite extent of mome seventy Wmiles, I had barely golk on my shooes
and cassocek and tield up Ay baggAge and provisions, ihun I found mysell
in water up L0 Oy Kness. ¥ut here, a6 in & hundred other places,

Providence had furnished us @ Mesns &f escapej LReres were Lwo infdrnm
1ittle canoes of Lark w1 tho precise spol where we had encamped, and
by their memans we were ensdiled Lo 1aka refupe, with arme anl Lepraps,
thourh »11 soaked, upctn An erinsnce two Miles BWAY. Qur horsos -and
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mules hed made their way Lo the mountain.zide during Lhe night, whsrs
Lhere wias =L1ill abundant greass. We elected one of Lhe Coddur d'Albnes
to go Lo the mjssjon with Lhe news of our distress, and two days later,
five ‘canoes, under two of Lhe chiefs, caBe L0 our roscue and carried
us back Lo the village.
- Won tLhe 4th of December, I obarted off againm Lo try to Tesch Lhe
Flatheads, by way of Clark's Fork, On the Bth four Kalispels Look
ma, with two cantes, and we deseended the river for four days, Then
we resched Lhe great lake, Lhe ice Legan Lo impede our progress, e
were constantly having Lo land, LO regum Lhe Lhin bark of which our
canfes Wers compOsed. TYhus I found my=elf stopped for the second
time, A1l mavigation had oceased o month Lefore—aoy pilota declared .
that Lo asvance wWas Lo oxXpose Oourselves to imminent dunger, 1 had
learned by o lotter just recelved from Father Mengarini thet he had
only esomped wilh the greatest diffjeulty from the snow and the waler,
ARd Lhat twelve of his horses had periahed in the tevil forast.? One
ef the Kalispels offered LO onrry & Message L0 31, Eary's On SAOWShOoaGSe—
80 [ wrote ta Father Wengarini, saying, among other things, fI have
done what T could, with pruience, L0 come L0 youj obut I have found in-
surmountable barriers in the snows of Lhe CoBur A/A1%bne mountains and
Lke overflowed rivers, 'and now lipally the ice 3tops Se on Clark"s
Fork. I find Dyself frustruted in my most earnsst desire, that of
seeing the Wother miscion onee mtore—of embraging 2y dear brothers in
Jesus Christ, and pouring Out upon the kesrls Of our dear good
Flatheoads all the atizch@ent and godly love that I besr them, Tell
tkem all sorts of Lhings for me} I shsll pass bul & sed winter away
from them, Tell Lhem That I hope the Lord will grant e Lhe favor
of seeing them and Laking Lheir hands WL Lhe Deginning of next springg
for as soon as Lhe river is navigable I shall sat oul Once wore, !

"1 was not long in descending The river, and on the 17LRh I Teached
the Kalispels? E'en:' d‘l.’mninea‘] winter quartera, They scsmed to
have nothing ®more pressing t6 do than LO procure Bme Lhe best lédpe in
the eamp, and to Make all Arrangesonts Lo naks ny 6Lay ANoORE thol ag
apreeabls and somfortable a8 the place and Lhedr poor circumsiances
permitLed.

1 ghall always remelber with pleasure Lhe winter of 18B44.5, which I
had Tthe Enppinﬂnﬁ of spending asmong these good indiana, “he place
for wintering was well ohosen, picluresque, agreeable apl convenieni,
“heo cA¥p was placed nesr & beautiful waterfall, caused by (lark river
being bloeked up by an immenas rock, Lhrough which Lhe waters, fore-.
ing narrow passagen, pracipitate thesselves, A dense anl 1uL¢fm111L1;

]
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