30.

Lhe rapid foaming currant he redched the ice on Lhe opposite shore u

long way down the stroan, He lenpod frodm his horse upon the ice wnd
soon hed his nokle animal by his aide, The guide and mysell forsaed
in the paek animals and followed the doctor’s exanple, and wars scon
on Lhe opposite shore drying our frosen clothes by m comfortable fire,
Lnﬂubtlaﬂtiﬂthin the sheltering wulls of Forlt Uncompuhgre, which was
on the south shore of the Gunnison, &t Aobidouxs's Ford, exel Of wim
aantheod Fobidoux Cresk and not far west of the present town of Delta,
.I:D“rm:l'] We took & new mpaide and started for Taoe

"Here ['It Fort ";Fncﬂmpnhu:raﬁ Qur stwy WwE very s.:nn-:t.ﬁ aftear Leing

cut some [our or [ive days we gncountered u terrifie smow storm, which
"dark defila, " gaye Lhe letter Lo ur;sa
forced uya Lo meak shelier in deep ravine, . whaTe we ru:ni.ina-dl BNOW

in for four days 5 #t which time the stor®m had sompwhat abated, and we
sltempted Lo make Our way Out upon tha nighilndE, but Lhe sSDOwW was 859
deep and the winds #0 piercing and oold we wers compelled to return to
camp and wail & few days Wiyl et el iyt E?:I.-:lum.l;r aix,
since Lhit number added Lo Lhe precedioe™Mour" Hakes the "ten™
megnt {oned in Lhe latiar ta 'Jrl;f] for & change of waather, Our next
effort to remch ths highlands was more socreasful; bul after spending
pavernl days wandering around in Lhe snow without Walking much headway,
our puide told us that the deep sNOW had BO chanped Lhe Tace of Lhe
gountry that he was completely losi wpd oould Ceke us no further., Thim
waz a terrible blow to the doctor, but he was determined nol to givetid
P w._{t.hﬂut. snobher effort, Ve wbi onoes kgroed Lhet Lhe dogtor
should take the guide snd return Lo Forl UncuBpagra and gel = new
ruide, and I remsin in camp with the aninals —EEooes|"feeding
them on cotton-wood bark,"™ says Lhe leltar Lo ﬁraﬂ until he eould
return, which he 44id in seven duys with our new pguide, and we wars now
on our rogte again M

Mmhis route was probably Lhe well-known one Lhrough Coshetops Paes,
and Sxn Lufs Paurkj and Lhe deep end dark ravine or defile of this
detentfon camp of ten and seven days wea probably in the region of
White Bsarth, whers the trail ascends Lo the highlands,
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CAALEYYEX 1Y 3 Puad Y SRINK ) JIHET { (RN [ENTY | SVUGY (WRHERYVT /95 /THRG /R
FATJARSRL WO ERERTARY WY /TGS (R ST TSR /IRYS [V DTS 19 /55 Vot
Iiff!fﬂiﬁfﬂ'fiﬂfﬂa’ﬁ'ﬂﬂ'ﬂfﬂ’fﬁfﬂﬂ'fﬁﬁﬂr'ﬂ'#‘.-"'l‘l’fﬂ';’tﬁ’l’lﬁ’f#ﬁfﬂh’ﬂfﬁffs]

The foallowing story reluted in w legture by Fev, H, H, Spulding,
Whitnan'as fellow missionary in Qregon in the thirties and Torties,
and probably heard l:._j' Lhar from the dootor himself or from Lovejoy,
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i ‘i‘ﬁiﬁintu:untinn details of one of the Yeeveral attempta™ which,
seoording to the letter Lo Gray, were Bade, Lo push on from this deeply
impounded detention campi although Lhe nerrator is im error in mnaming
"i5th of January, 1843," as the date of the incident, fiwee for in the
letter to Gray, Lovejoy tells us Lhat before Lhut diale, khibman had
petten far beyond Lhe Mountsins, &nd was pushing on over Lhe Plaina
12 the east of Hsnttm Forls

"On that Lerrible 13th of Junuaty, 1844, whan 80 Many in &11 paris
of our eountry frose to death, the coctor, against Lhe mavice of his
Mexican guide, left his camp in & deep gorge of the mounteins of New
Wexico, in the morning, Lo pursue his journey, But on reaching Lhe
divide,the o0ld becams =0 intense, and the anjoals actunlly becoming
madidened by the ériving snows, Lhe doclor saw his peril, and altampled
to relrance his Myl siepe, snd,if possible,to find his camp, us the
enly hope of saving their lives, Byt the drifting snow hed totally
ghliterdbed evary Lrace, =n0d Lhe air becoming slpost as dark =8 night
by Lhe meddening storm, Lhe doctor saw Lhat it would be imposaible for
any human befng to find camp, and commanding himself and Aistant wife
to his ocovenant.keeping God, he gave himsell, his faithful guide, and
animals up Lo Lheir snowy grave, which was fast closing about Lhem,
when the guide, observing the ears of ome of the Mygles intently bent
forward, aprsng upén him, giving him the reins, excluiming: ®This myle
will find the camp if he oun live Lo reach iL.7 The dootor mounted
anclher and followed, The faithful snimal kept down Lhe divida &
ahort distance, and then turned sguare down Lhe sleep mountain,
‘*arough deep snow-drifis, over frightful precipices, down, down, he
pushed, unguided and unurged, as if he knew the lives of the two men
and the Iate of the great expedition depended upon hi= endursnce and
his faithfulness;, and finto thke Lhick timber, and stopped nuddnnlﬂnvnr
#» bare spol, @&nd as the doctor dismounted —the Mexican was too far
gona—behold the very fire-place of Lheir Jorning canpl Two brands
of fire weare yet alive and umoking; plenty of timber in resah, The
buffelo hides had done much to protect The doglor, and providentially
ke ocould move about snd collect dry limbs, anc soon hao A rousing
firae, The guide revived, but both wers badly frozen, They ro-
mained in this secluded hole in the mounlsins several days, Lill Lhe
00ld and the storm sk abated Y

Enroute apaln, "We reached Taos," says Lhe letier Lo Atkinson, "in
spout thirty days, SedWWaWidyyVidadry suffered grestly from cold and
scaraity of provisiona, We were colpalled 10 use Mule meat, dops,
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and suck otker animels s came in our Teach, Ve renained &bl Tata

&« fow days only, '[“I,H dnya ," says Lhe lalter Lo I]_'I:'I.;r; and Btarted for
Sent?s and Savery's [Bent and =t, 'u'rnin*ﬂ] Fort, on_Lhe nead waters of
the Arkansas river, When we had been Oul Bs0lg ¥l or lﬁ‘ E,
iuyd we met George Bent, a brother of Qov, Bent, on his way to Taos,
He told us that o party of mountain men would leave Hent’s Fort in &
few days for St, Louis, but said we would not remch the fort with our
pack animals in Lime Lo join the party, The doctor belng very
anxioue to join the party 8o he goyld push on &5 rapidly a8 pomssible
to Washington, comcluded to leave myself and guide wilk Lhe wnimals,
and he himself taking the best animal with so@e bedding and & small
allowance of provision, started awlovne, hoping by ripid travel L9 resch
Lhe fort in time to join Lthe St, Loui= parly, but to 40 80 he would
have Lo travel on the Sabbath, something we had not done before, Wy-
self and guide traveled on Blowly and reached Lhe fort in four daya,
but imagine our aslonishment when 9n making inguiry sboul the doclor
we were told that be had not arxived nor hsd he besn heard of, 1
learned that the party for 8t, Louis was camped &bt Lhe Big Cotionwood,
-_—i—“r_ﬂg Timhur@ forty milea from Lhe foOrt, and at my
“‘-’c““wr- Savery Est.., "u'rlinj sent &n exprosn, Lelling Lhe party nol
+0 proceed any further until we lesrned scwebhing of Dr, Whitmen's
whereatouts, #s he wished Lo accompany Lhe®m Lo S, Louis, Heing
furnished by the geotlemen of the fort with a sEuitab guide, I start-
mgu sgarch of fthe dootor, and traveled up fﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬂ sboul @npe hun-
dr

ﬂﬂ.hl

iy dakes Jotdshion s rsnabitat itk Al RS SR g

who wan 1ost and was trying to find Bantss Fort, They said they had
diracted him to go down Lhe river apd how to find Lhe fort, I Enew
from their deseription it was the dostor, I returned to the fort

as rapidly as possible, but the doolor has not arrived, We had xl1
besome very anxious sboul him, Late in the afternton he cale in very
mpoh fabigued und desponding; seid that he knew that So0d had bewildered
M%‘ﬂ‘valmﬁ on the Sabbakbh, Tuaring the whole trip bBe wks very
regulsar in his morning and eveninp devolions, wnd Lhat was Lke ooly
time T ever koew him to travel on Che Sakbalh,

"ithe dootor renained all night at the Forl, starting early on Lhe
folliowing morning to foin the §t, Louie party, Hero we parted, Eh‘i'.r
ffu i e ik e iy sccording to EAGOiNENENY the
lalter to dray, was on Junokry 7th, Lovejoy having reached Lhe fori on
Lhe .‘iﬂa whe doctor proceedsd Lo Keshinglton, E‘-lya the lettor Lo Oray,
"] haye no dogbi Lhe doctorts interviews with Lhe President snd othern
resulted grestly L% the benelit of Qregon #nd Lhe entire nﬁnal.,"'.:l I

:
i
—_l
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refkined at Bentss Forlt until apring, and joined the dootor sl Lhe

following July near Fori Laramie,on his way Lo Oregon {in company with
& train of emigrantas,m

We have One moye aneocdote Of the batile of Whitman with this terrible
winter, Tha scene of it wia appurently on Lhe Puargatory River, AB
ra?hﬂl"ﬁifﬁe leoture already referred Lo, iL is wa followss:

-

"4l apother time, wilh spnother guide, on the head-waters of Lhe Nou
Arkansas, after triveling all day f,n a terrible storn, Lhey reuched a
soall river for camp, but without a stick of wood anywhere Lo be had
except onthe other side of the stream, which was covered with ice, but
too thin to agpport w man erscl, “he storm clenrad away, and the
night bid fair to be intenssly cold; besides, they must have fire to
prepars bLresd and [oed, The doetor took his ayx in one hepnd and a
willow stick in the olher, lafd himsell upon Lhe thin ice, wnd sprend.
ing his legs and arms, he worked himself over om his breast, cut his
wood and slid it over, afd returned tho same way, That was Lhe lasl
Lime the doctor senjoyed the luxury of his Rx—B09 indispensrbles At Lhat
sens0n of the year,in such & counlry, TYhel night = wolf poked his
nose undsr the fooct of Lhe bed whers Lhe ux Bad besn placed for safle-
koeping, apd Ltook il off for & leather string that had been wrapped
around the split helve, "

Qf Boctor Whitmanss condition on hje arrival st St, Louis, Rev,
Willism Barrows, ”f*.-' who met him Lhere on Lhal occasion, wrote,
@’ﬁﬂﬁmk&iiﬂiﬁuﬂﬁrﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁ' Whitman," *With =11 the wermth and
almoat burden of skin and fur clothing, he bors Lhs marks of Lhe
irresistibls 00ld and merciless sLorms of his Jjourney, Hia fingers,
eara, nose and feet Bed boen frost-bitten, and were giving him muech
trouble,™

And of the meverity of the winter wt Et,. Louis, the same writer
besrs teatimony in his description of the doctoria oroasing of Lhe
Mississippd, where he muya, V"Exchunging saddle for stape—for the river
was nlosed by 1ce—he pres=ed on, end arrived &t Weshington March 33.v

But notwithstanding its wide-a_read severity, Lhe winter of *42.9
did not impress itself upon Lhe memories of pionesrs and Indisns in
Lhe Rocky Mountains as did that of Wihe Big Snow W ch camg Ltwo
years later; and from this fact in part, and from tha closenss= of
thess two hard winters €0 each other, it has come Lo pass in later
days, ag already seen, Lhal remjniscence has in somle inatances aitri-
buted Lo the latter winter,events that trensplired in Lheo [ormer,

The winter next following that of »42-45, was o0 Lhe whole rathar
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m{1d and open in-the anuntyry west of Lhe Mississippi, Cold and

snows there were, of course, in the HRocky MOuntains; bulL Lhese wWere
mgderate, and spring set im early,

Of the weather at the sastern front of Lhe WeeiysWandedn Rockien on
Forth St,-Vrain Creek in ‘L‘usxu:E'm:‘t'.m:'|II 1843, Bufus Sapge wrote, "The weather
continusd o0ld, wnd seversl Ifalle of snow had occurred, covering the
prairies to the depth of six or seven ineches, and Lhe moyntains to
the depth of many feel, Lhough it rearely rensinsd in Lhe warm valleys
and upon the sunny hill-sides Lo emceed throe successive hours,, ...
the day time frequently affording m Bpring-like warmth, though the
nipghts ware ususlly o9ld, A peouliar speciss of grass among the
hills retained its verdasncy the onlire season, as did also another
variety Iin the valleys, Qur horses and myles continued to Lhrive
and aven fatten upon the nourishing herbuge Lhus afforded by Lhese
socrat chuthers of spring." 0f February 25, 1B24, on Clear Creek,
ho observed, "The fresh prass upon the hill-sides has mEsuled o t.h'rirt.:l
RppoeRIARCE, Insecte have bepun to guit their winter retrsato, and, 2om-
mingling Ltheir ahrill notes wilh the musio of birds, huil the approach-
ing spring. I wan daliFhted Lo fipd in oy rambhles & cluster of wild
flowers 4n full bloom, shedding their fragrance to the breeme from a
sweel, sunny 8pot amongy the kills, wnd [ sat for & time Lo admire its
new-porn lovelinessa.Y tn the night of the d7ih, 10 be sure, = light
snow fell, and [rost cul down Lhese venturesome blossoms; bul by the
4tk of March, "surine"™ was Mmaking rapid sdvances ™

Far aast of thia’ that winter, where Kunsas Sily,ﬁnnnna.nur nestles
in tHa anglo Letween Lhe Missouri spd Kapsas rivers, Lhe ¥Wyandotie
Indizns, then recently arrived with famjlies from Ohio and Michizen,
wore spared Much suf fering that muat heve ensued bul for Lhe mildneas
of t+has zeason, which enibled them to continue with the building of
thair houses throughout Lhe winter,

The wintar of 1844.85, dewewewxvive uLhnu;;hF%Eﬁ;g H‘s; its {mma-
diate predecessor, doos nol seel L0 huve nLeen o --g:ﬁ-; BEVErE One
in thal sestarn seseion of the Plains: but it was never forgottan by
gither white men Oz red men'who witpessed it dn Lhe Hocky Mountains.
W_ By the red msn of the lstter region, and by
whits hunters, traprers, and traders as well, il was known as Lhe Lime
of Lhe Big Snow.

tn the days when many yel lived who hed experienced it, Lhe Ulea and
their nsighbor nations never tired of Lelling about "the Big Snow, ¥
And among Lhe whites —Lhe "mountain man".— sweapping storias arounsd

"
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wilderness oadp fires, or before blazing hearthe wiithin the sholtaring

walls of trading pests and lome cabins from Sent's Fort to GEmek W upper.
Wisernd, in the stores and swlvons of Sanis Fe, =nd in the snoug

adobe homesa of many un old-tims Lrapper who had st length Leen trapred
by a sefforila &nd had settled down in Lhat mouyntaineer's eden, ¥ernan-
der de Taos, Wthe Big Snow" wes equally & favorite Lhewe, And well
mipht it have been moj for-—as in andiher way that of F30-40 had done—
it marked mn epoch in Hocky Mountain history,

In BFinckley and Hartwall'as Y3outharn Ehlﬂrudﬂ?" B 1little work pub-
lished shivaded in Cafion City in 1870 us & historfeal wnd descriplive
aceount of Fremont and Custer counties, we [ind the following, Tels-
tive to this Big onow:

#e¥rom the hunters saod Lreppers, many of whom are sLill alive, Lhe
fnformation ia obtained, that in 1844 snow fell wlong the base of the
mogntsins, to the depth of four feet, except in Oaffon Park, whers it
was nol over twd feel, On an average, As it lsy on the ground =
long time, Lhe consoquent destruction of animals was very greal,
aimost entirely dastroying every species of large game, such a5 bison,
alk, deer, mntelope, ate.V

again, of the same svent, we rveed in Capl, 3, A, Kockafellow's
History of Fremont County fnnntrihutaa to the O, L, Paskin "History of
the Arkansass Valley), tha ? tga old French hunter end trader, "Maurice]
(Maurice Ledue, who is said to have established bimself on Adobe Croak
sbout 1830,) teld J, A, Toefl, Esg., "that in 1844, four feet of snow
fall all over his coontry, and lested Lhree Moons, Al the time of Lhs
prost 8t, Louis inundstfon, =pd that it killed all the bison and many
alk and deer, My, Toof thought. it correcil, s bDison hesds wers Sean
utl about ths country 0

It is @ singular fast MowrcteJTeozge T. Eu:tun—]duﬂ—r
English trt?ﬂlﬂ!{,ﬂﬁcﬂrﬂingza nhsur'rltguniiiﬁ*gﬁﬁﬁm
Golorado, {in WM FAdveniutes—in Hexioo ind the Rocky Mountaine et hat
wit iin Lhe lmal two years Lhe prairies, extending from Lhe mountains
to & hundrad Mmiles or mora down the Arkunsss, have bosn entirely aban.
doned by ths buffale, Indeed, in corossing from Lhe seltllements of
Hew Waxico, Lkha Loundary of their former range i marked by skulla mand
bones, which appear frophar &a the Lraveler advances weslward =mnd
toward Lhe waters of Lhe Plaitle, As Lhe skulls are said Lo luat
only three yesars on the surface of Lhe ground, that peariod has conae-

queatly seen the graduzl dissppasrance of Lhe buffelo from their Form.

er haunis, With Lhe exception of Lhe Beyou Snlmn;EnuLh Jark,
oap 6f Lheir favorite pssturss, Lhoy are now rarsly mel with in larpgs




bande on the upper waters of Lhe Arkansns| bul straggling bulls pass

occanionally Lhe fool of Lhs mountsinf, seeking wintering-places on
the elevated platesus, which Are generslly More [ree from snow Lhan

the lowla rairjps, by resson of Lhe high winds ¥

?fmﬁmﬂm #d b1der and more decomnosed
gkulle above referred to==those nearer Lhe southern limit of the
b“ff"lu;idfgﬂfh¥‘“‘5'_'tr“ of animals that hed perished fn the hard
winter of 1H42-43; bul Lhal Lbe frecher ones seen wesiwsrd {Lownrd
the Hardsecrabbhle,, or Adobe Creelk, rt-,_:i‘a-n'! wnd northward fi.ml':l.r: the
Platte) from Fort rusblo, the center of Ruxbon's sy ss'se'snisd
wsdvices, ware Lhe rolies of the wholesale destruction of piedmontane
bulf falo by Lhe Big Snow of 1844,

“Whe late Benfamin Mull, ranchman of Fountain Creek, Ww¥aeyy snd Colo-
rado pioneer of 1861, was told by Col, Ceran St, ¥rain that in Lhe
winter of Lhe 31y Snow Lhe snow fell aleven feat desep On & level in
“ountain Qreek Yulley; buffalo and sntelopen galherad in herds, and

walked round and round din Lhe desp snow until Lthey iiu-:i. Savearal
suoch bunches of buffalo were seen by Col, St \Frngﬂ.ﬂﬁharz Golorado
ﬂi’f-:; now i8; =211 one had Lo do was Lo walk up and shool Lhem, EasL

ey of Pountain Creek 4in 1861, MHr, liall saw & nunber of Y"bone-yarda®
IR CAEr e P (AT ﬁ?‘i“uu T L
_x .r.“.',En“E' EEEI nti Etnnlrmarn¥s said Lo heve 58 :“Eaﬁfﬁ“u? EIE&- ﬂ?rrutu_!‘{t

In Sonnection with Lke miliing sround of Luffalgin Lhe deep snow,
daseribed by BL, Vrein t¢ Hall, the following ebservaiions in
Frﬂuntiﬁ“}damuirﬂ”urn of intarest:

"oho buf falo herds, when caught in such stLorme E.hu "Eggg:._;gr_ip.a;' or
bliszardn, of the Miszouri Pl'lllr[rlilﬂrl.‘l] and no timber in sight, huddle
Logether in uuhpnqt mASHen, all &n the oulside ocrowiing end [ighting
Lo el Lo the inmide; snd 50, haPI. warm by Lhe strugcling, inossoant
motion, the snow measnwhile being &Lanped wway undar their fest, ora-
tect Lhemselves from the fiorcest sLorms M Bul 1t would seem that
in Lthe winter of the Bip Snow, m&]}m ﬁﬁﬂiﬁﬁnﬁm ragion,
guch was the depth, iporustation, und pasrsistence of Lho snow, Lhat
even Lhis unually effective expediesnt could nobt avail to pravent Jdeaih
by prolonged eold and starvetion,

The mounte thEuln ware mora favorably circumstanced; for moast of
LheSRyGould 1orare 00 the quaking sspen, In giving an ascount of his
third Rocky Mountain expedition, ino t.htggnf -.‘rﬁvgrmigg gﬂﬁa jﬁﬁ“h
saynz "In s pine grove st the head of the (arkansas| river,we camg’ to

our delichted surprise uoon & afgll herd of buffalo, which wers anjoy-
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ing themselvez in the shade and Fresh pgrass and water, it wes now

very rara that these animals were found 50 far west, and Lhis made for

us & most pleasant and welcoms incident, &s it Was long nNow since wa

had parted Irom the buffslo, This myst aAwve been w atray herd whieh

had found iis way into tha upper mountains wno iiiﬁﬂ SRans Egd” E?F:]

1ong tima yndisturbed, Homatimes in severe winters deer find thedir

way into the highest parts of Lhe wooded mounteins, snd remain Lhers,

keaning fat and sheltered in ths aspen grovee which furnish Lhenm food,

Propably, this 1jttle “‘"-f““mmfﬁif
The Big Snow = & can Mo 2

to the area of oresanl
Wountai O 5.1 i Ed 4n

jolorado, bul prevailed i
S ng, in fol., Hichard Irving Dodge’'s

t"Huntine Grounds of the Great West," written in 1875, we read:
AANRAAE MR A R K ERRE AW oo K oo o o W o o o o o o o o o o A

"Farty vears &gd the bulfale ranpged from the plains of Texas to
beyond the British line; from the Missouri and Upper Mississiprel
L& tha: pastern BElopes [}nd.-hu might truthfully have added —LO paris
also of Lhe western 31hpe§] of Lthe Robky Mountaina, Every portion
of thic immense area was eilher ike permanent housie ol greal numbers of
buffalo, or might be expected Lo have esch year 9ne Or Wmore vVisits
from migratory thousands,

"Hunters? Lradition says that the first great break din his regular
frregularity occurred about Lhe winter of 1B44-5, in Lhat portion of

gogniry now known as Laramje Plains, "hat whole sesction was visited
by & most extraordinary snow-slLorm, Contrary L0 All precedent,Llhere
vas no wind, and tha znow eorvered the surface avenly Lo the danpth of

nearly four feat, rmmadistely after the storm a bright =sun softensd

the murface, which st night froze into & crust so firm that it wasa
waeka befora any heavy animal could make heedway through 1t
“the Laranie Plains, being entirely surrounded Dy :nnunt.u.insJI had

always been & favourile wintering place [or Lulfalo, ThousAnds Were
caurht in this storm and perished miserably, Sinog that time not a
single buffale has ever visiteZ the Laramie Flmins, When T firat

crosced Lhese plains in 1848, the whole country was dotied wilh skulls
of vulfalo, and all appsrently of the same age, Eiving soms foundation
for Lhke tradition, Indeed, il was in answer Lo my requeat for sxpla~
nation of the nubdbers, appearance, and identity of apge of Lhsse bkulls,
that the tradition was reolsted to mas by an old huanter, who,howaver,



