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In Ekis reporl of September fst, 1B43, [rom SL, Palter’s Apency, in a

part of Lbhen Iows Territory Lthat i!$ggﬁhﬂinnuuuti, wnts J, Bruce wrote,
Wrhe last winter was one of unusual severity, even in this high lati.
tude, From the 1al of Hovewber to.the lat of April the pround was
covered with snow, and generelly, throughoul Lthe winbter, from two and

& half Lo Lhres faot daep, The.Indians were in éanﬂﬁﬁﬁénuﬂ unable

to Wafs¥d hunt, and many would, no doubt, have starved, but for the
timely aid of Lhe Governmment, through the agent-and sfficers of Lhe
fort, together wilh whal Lhe Lreders furnished Lthe.Indians in provi-
sions=, In fact some of the Lruders kepl scarcely enougk Lo, feed
their own peuplahntil supplies could be obtained from below, 'Lhias
gpring, The commissary had to send to @alens Lo procure flour for
the garrison, &0 bare had the necessily of Lhe Indisns left the fort
for breadstiulfl, The|last has beed & les=0n L0 Lham tonat I hope will
be remembered; snd in most instances, the Indiune have shown & disposi-
kion Lo puard against the want of food Lthis yesr, by planting and oul-
Livating more corn than formerly, The Yanetons and Sissatons, who
regide on the prairies und follow Lhe chase, particularly Lhe bufflalo,
fured wall throughout Lhe winter and spring! Lhe buffaloes being more
sbundant wpnd nueh nearer Lo them than in former yeuTs, "

Governar John Chambers, fuperintendent of Todian Affairs for Towa,
reported on the 27th of Lhe same moalh Lo the Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, “ill the tribes in this superintendency suffered severely
frhh Lhe preat duration apd intenszs 20ld of la=t winter; & large por-
tion of their horses perished, and from LBeir ususl improvidence and
wistefulness, esome of Lhﬁm WaTe rﬁdu:ad to proat suf fering for wunt of
food, A portion of the Sioux must heve perished, but for the prompt
intarposgition of Lthe War Depariment in supplying then with puns and

' lmmuniti?nJ to anelbile thew to sustein thegiselves by hunting, M

F The great losses of Lhe Puwneeas ab Lhe hands of Lhe Siocux in Lhe
summer of 1843, was due indirectly to the severity of the greceding
winter, and to the Governmenti's consequent Armingjihese bamde of

~ Biomx, that by hunting they might save themselyes [Toh stmrvalion, Tow,

s part of thim aid for hunting was subsequently used s Wunitions of
WaT, and gRve the Sioux, by reason of their now auperior fightine uquﬂp-
went, wnwonted sdyantsige and vickOry over thefr hersditsry enemion,
the Pawpess, snd put the Omshas also in wortal fear of thes,

he defeat of the Pawnees by the Sioux, was at Lhe fordier’s naw vil-
lage on Willow Creek, Hebraska, on the then new Loup Fork Weaervation,

sn the 27th of June, 1843: 8 willape Lhst had been Luilt by the Joint
Isbore of the grand, Republican, and Tipage Fawneed, and was sLillineowblete,
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ThENesas throos bands were in fact slowly Lranefarring Lheir residenca

from Platte River, where many of Lheir people still lingered, Lo the
new reservation; and it was while Lheir numbers were thus divided and
Lhair eguipment iqﬁire&rma wie Meagre, Lhul they were uttmcked by the
Sioux, The Loup band of Pawneass hwd alreacy completed itn removal,
but bad eslablished itself in. a ssparkte villagze,

Wa have n::ﬂﬁi;? of this battle in Lhe ]B43 report of Daniel Hlllaq,?ﬁimp
Indian Agent at,Council Bluffe, mnd in Lhaﬁm:i;&uu. Samunl 51113J1ﬁ£,m_¢_
Pawnes S5chool Superintendent at Willow ir-n&& a witnese of the fight;
also in & paper wrilien Ly Lhe latier in 16878 and published in I18E7 by
the Historicsl Svciety of Nebranka,

"In Lhe balile on Lthe 27th June," wrole Killer, "twanty oot of forly-
one lodgzes were burned, in which baltle sisiy-saven Pawness were slain,
anl Lwenbty-six iﬂund!ﬂ: many of wholh have since diedj and in their
hunting and war excursions, since Lhe lsb of Hurﬂh.t?.u.. between
March L and August 18, deate of ths npartgaixtr-nin& others have been
killed by their esnedies-—making one hundred and thirty-six that have
disd 4in wars during Lhe past spring. Thair loss of horses is egoti-
mated at some four Hundred dyring this time; conspguently, the Pawnees
are lefl very poor, They ask, Lhroush Lheir missionary, il =z sitop
aannot be put to this sayage wirfare, and if they cannot, {n soma way,
be Temunerated for Lhe loss of Lheir pruparry. which is eslimated ab
From 88 000 Lo 212,000, One thing i gerlain, that if this savace
war conbtinues, we shall not succeed in eiviliEzing Lhe Fawnses,

"Wa learn by the upper Mimsouri bLradere, thsat the Sioux have deolar-
ed themselves to be Lhe lords of the pleins, wnd wre rasclved on ex-
terminat ing the Pawnees and Omahas, il not all the border Lribes; Lhat
the Sioux started Lhis season, from five Lo seven thousand stirong, for
that purpose; bul, owing Lo sole dissensions among themselves, only &
afnl]l nudber reached the Pawnee villages.........Had Lhe Fawnees been
provided wilh apns and anmynition in thedir lute fight, Lhey would have
sucesaded in Xeaping off the Sioux, The farmers had loaned Lhe punn
which were pul into Lheir hands as & means of defence. Excepl Lhoase,
there were probably not ten guns in the village."

"Among the killed, @ays Allis, "were Lbe inlerpreler, La Chapelle,
the first chiefs of the Republicans and Wappages; w180 Lhe sons-in-luw
of the Lirst Tappage and drand Pawnse ohiefs, and Zany of the chiefs
and braves of the Republisans. "

The battle does not seem Lo relflest any particulsr martial lustre heomt,
S the Sious; nor, we may =dd, upon the Loup Vswnees, it begsn with
an attack on ﬁuiﬂﬁlg Gkief, who wus head chief of the tribe, early in
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the morning, about & mile from the villape. He was on foot, with a

double-barrel gun, but no load in 4iL; bhe kepl relreating and pointing
the gun at then, They fired several shots at him, and shot arrows
at him, bubt did mot hit Rimh .. ... ..., —y 2 S eeRepe, - SR, RSN, L e

The Sioux party was large, and the fight 1autad until about 2 ¢ H,
"Some Pawneos oame eipghteen Miles to mesist, but few of the Loup band
REsisted, They staid at home &nd fortified their village, ThHa
Sioux would :nake a charge from s high bBluff one-fourth of a mile from
the village, kill some, [ire someg lodges, sleal some borses, and ride
back to the partisan on the Lluff; &t his comNand would make another
charge, and s8¢ on until they had killed about sixty Fawnees, stolen
geveral hundred korses, and fired thirty lodges, The Pawnesn final-
1v &1l got dnto the principal chief’s lodpge, made port-holes —hie
hores pen was filled wilh horses —and Lhers was a despsrate battle,
Several Sioux were shot, but they would Lhrow Lheir desnd and woundad
across Lheir horses and carry them off to gprevenl their being scalped,
The Sicoux finally found the Pawnee fire Loo het for them and retreated
backpn their trail with their ooty

"7he Pawneee wore 80 Ladly frighltened they threw thedir dead inmlo
¢orn caches and heads of ravines, ocovered Lhem lightly, picked up some
of thedir Lraps and left soma in Lheir lodpes, crossed the river and
want aboul Lthree miles that nipht."

ITn this battles Lhe three agsooiated bands lost many of their best
Iighting men, During the fight Lhe Pawnee "woumen and children wers
barricaded in the chielts lodge." The white missionpries and famn-
ers were where they could see moal of the battle, b ﬁlﬁnught Lest
not to dinterfere, indeed, Lbhey e¢ould hardly have dong so &fftcLiva;yg
since most of their firearms had been loaned to the Pawnsss,

In his luter paper, from which a large puari of Lhe 4bove eccount is
taken -iiﬂllf!i a glimpse is given by Kr, Aliis af the great winter—
Eh%“wﬁ chptg¥ :Egtrguﬂ?fgégt s ;gﬁnngﬁgr ?ndirﬂ#tlx brought om,
He relates, "The forepart of January, 1644, I qnfnd my fumily Lo Lhe

ujper station, thres miles from Mr. Dunbar, The snow wan =50 deop we
had to go up on Lhe fce of Lhe Loup fork of the Platte to Lhe mﬂulh‘ﬂf
%illow ecresk near our residencs, We suffered severaly that winter,
beginning anew and not being very well proviced for, il was also
hard on the stocsk, My oalves &ll died and I frome Wy finpers seve-
ral bimes milking, ¥We had & young babe three weakka old, and the
htouse not very warn, March waa the mosl severe of the winter, and T

think 41t was the ooldemet wipter T have mfperienced in this country,
Myself, wife, and thres children in one bed, &nd the last call at Lke




24,

foot of the bed, and even then it died, TheIndisns logt most of theip
horses ant several of Lhe Indians frozge Lo death, Many frosze their

feet and hands, and one Indian Loy [roze his limbe so bLaedly he walked
gaveral vears on his knees Lill he died.

That "lanaary, 1844," in the wbove, wus in reality January, 1843, is
olear; for Mr, Allis is manifestly telling of the firal wioterts resi-
dence on Willow Oreek, which is well kmown to have been in 1842-3. Tn
the eastern part of the Pledins, 1843-4 was & mild winter and permitied
of hogae-building., Moreover,the evidense in reports from the Tndian
pountry is that neither Lthe winter of 243.4 nor that of 744.5 wag very
gevere in Lhe low sustern pari of Lhe Plaina, #r, Allis, or Lhe pricter
for him, has mads ona Or Lwh Oother elips in his dateaj for he has " RG8Y
for 1838 1in one instunce, and has "1B485" in his sccount of the batile of
June 27th and in that of eplitting his foot, whioh oocurremoes, as wit—
nea=&d in writings of 7453 and 744 Ly himgelf end others, were in Lke
sutimer Of 443—the summer following the intensely cold winter,

#e note Hers Lwo other testimoniss as 0 the caoeasively oold winter of 742 .3,

In the Pavnes sectim of his report of Aogust 18, 1843, Apent Miller wrole: "''he sevority
of the lasi winter censel Lhe Tndians of this repion much euffering....: Meing grest
notbers of their horses in the deep snows.™

Rev, John Dunber, resident with the Pewpocs as missionery, wrote din o lstler of July 10,
1843, pucliahed in the Missionary Horak : Wibe Pewnecs suffered much during the lsst
winter, whick thoy oall fa winwr by jteelf, different from sll otkher winters?h

The lateness of the spring of 1843 greatly retarded Lhe planting osoe-
rations of the Pawnees, and Lhe dimappearinoe 5f Lho snow waa followed
by & period of awolien rivers, which,however,did not attain Lhe fluod
naiphts of 18443 4t wus not untll Lke lust days of Mey thalL Apenl Miller
suoceeded in reaching the Pawnoes with wagons f%!ﬂ igsﬂnthu Missouri,

" -

*he suffering end loss endured by the FPawnees in Lhe winter of +43.5,
iz shafed in greater or less Seesare by the Otos, Missouris, g Runsse, and olber Tdans of
tho Mizeourd Valley, The Otos, in fuel, loft their villsges on Lhe lower Platts Lhatwinter,
und quartemod thelMsel®s on ihe Indian Apency =t Heliwue, confusingly called, frow its esrijer
and Wore morthern location, MThe Council Bluffs Agency,"  ‘Wrotle Agent Miller in the
igmat followine : "The Otoes are now on Lhe chase, buf fuln,] und were in quite u starving
emdition previous Lo sturling on Lhe hunt, I, during the past winter
und spring, dealt out to the Otoes 22 barrels of pork,which had been
purchused For them a8 & part of their lsat yearss annuily; also, by
their request, T purchamed for Lhe® aolmp G835 bushels of oorn, a5 like-
wige 18 barrsls of flour {paynhlu oul of thsir annditiea,] which had
a tendency, togolhar riti Lheir begping and stealing, L0 prevant great
husan suffering of hunger antil May and June, at whioh time thers was
but Little left with the whites or Pottawatomjie Indians, in the provi-
gion line, for them gither LO bLeg Or stealj eonsequently, nusbers oOf
the Otoe children have perished for went of food, #0me teon lodgess
af Lthe OLoes have rvetorned Lo Lheir villapge, as Lhey had no horses LO

gO on Lhe chase. Their very uppesrsnce denotes grest suwffering from
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hungnr,'ﬁhuj]hnving subaisted almost enlirely on roots wnd kerba." And
in the same letter ke Wpyfi wrote, MMl "come of Lthe traders lost con-
siderable stogk, both horses snd eattle, whilst the Ctoes were guarterad
gpon us-during the last winter and spring. ks Lhe animsls durat mnot
be turned out smongst these starving desperadoes, Much of their stock
perished for want of food, During this time, evVery esxerblion was
made by me Lo pel thelm away] but &all in vain; until they had accoms
plished their object of beging end stesaling all thet could be got
hold of at or near Lhis post, on several occesions forcing houses, and
carrying away the property of citizemz living here wnd in the ?ieinity.“

At the close of the sale hard winter, Lhe Kapsas Indians i!iiiﬂ#haru
wrfwwd in = like condition of iheRstarvation, huving reisad but littla
in the way of provisions in the summer of '42; and &8 a resull Lhey
were stimglated, as wara meny of the other tribes, L2 unususl agri-
cultural afforts in the apring of 7443, Says Mr, Cummins, their
agent, "at their pressing request, T employed aboul eighteen hands,
and goltivated aboub two hundred agres of corn, and planted thirty
buslels of Irish potatoes for themj; Lhis I apreed to do, provided Lhpy
would turn in and planl and Lend as Much corn aa Lhey could, which they
dic, andl to my surprize they rajsed Lhedmalves mOTe Lhan Lhey hava
done fOr many Years, I thought it slmost impossible for them to do
so, a3 they hed mo provisions, nér nothing to buy with, Fortunately
for them, Lhe bulffale cans in nnWﬂﬁhnir village; %they also subsisted
2 part of the time on roots. W

IL was at the baginning of tLkis sube winter —HovemLer 5, 1842, scoord-
ine Lo an entry of September 8, 1843, in CapLain Cookess jourmal —
thet Antoine Robidoux, westward bound Over the Sante Fe Yreil with =
train of goode for his trading-posts oo Lhe Pacifio slope of Lhe
mountkins, had bis progress dissstrously Sineedy sarrested by & terrife

blizzard in the vicinity of Cotteonwood Fork, In this great snowstorm
"mors than & hundred' of his "horsesz and mules perishes, sni indeed
ons man." Antoine hai lost hies only axe, making it impossibvle Lo

Yaut down sottonwoeds for food to save his :ninnls:" e hesording
to 2charf, who probably refere to the same evinU slbhough he dates 1t
HiB45," it was not one snow only, but & succession of "Lhe most Lerri-
bles storma," that.overwhelned Lhe unfortunate Antoine, "His bLrother
Joseph,.,..ment to his relief, and had him Grought in, or he would
have perished, Ha wao found in a4 mosfd deplorables condition, and
naved, ™ - ;
Iﬁhﬁ:ﬁg L. mEEuE.‘;}L ﬂtftﬁn?;:"&%u précant g&nnmiﬁ"ﬂ"&fﬁcla

Dick Woottom," MéWawmwyrsadus in the story of his 1ife sdited by
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of this nter -
Conard, rnllbuﬁi "?1wanhru; one time L0 whers Lhe Lown of Creeley is

now, Lo Lrade with tie Arapahoe Inajans, Whils I waa Lhere & torribls
anow-storm game on and lasted =0 long thet Lhe: Indidins rin out of fﬂﬂﬂ}
bacauza they 2ould nobt pget out Lo kill any gpane, I got about as hong-—
ry Lhat Lima s » man ever gets, apd swall the 3outk Platle Fiver ona
morning when it was full of malting joe, t0 get & wild poose Lhat T

had shot on the opposite bank.™
That the wintar 0f 1842-3 was one of deep snows and unusual cold in

wyoming, is dndicated Ly an entry <EDEDNESPENE in Lle fournal of
rremont?s second expedition to the Rocky Mountains, in whieh Lhat
oxplorer talle of meeting, tn July 34, 1843, an bﬁllilllh Sioux Tndian
whiose village had lost all their awnimsls by the saverity of the PTecol-=
ing wintaer,

The same winter was dougbtless of exceplional rigor in the northern
parts of the Rocky Mountains generally, Its c¢haractar at and north

of the iﬂllnwﬂtﬂnﬂhMi be judged hE Lhe sx ar%nnuus of Charles
Larpaateur, wﬁgfi*tﬁ‘giiiiiifwigfurﬂfgfﬁgiEnnaffgd "iB4A-44" by Cnues
in "Forty Years & Fur Trader on the Upper Missoopri") made an exneditiom
[rom Fort Jnien, nedr moutk of Lhe Yelluwstone, Lo VWooldy Mountasin,
British America, and traded six weeks with the Crees in & disoal
vallay camp and north @K of a precipice, The a A
Fawwy wnd back —altopsther some 200 miles —was mada throuph piercing
cold and blinding Dliszards, partly by floundering through snowdrifts
end partly ovor a windswapt trail which had been s0 hard pusked by
Indian Lravel that the drifting snow could not lodge upon it, Jn the
return journey the anow had 20 completely filled the hollowa on sither
gide of this road that travel save by the beaton trail waa virtually
fapossibla, although & detour wis prefersble owing to reaport that =
cnlug ¥illagaed on Lhe direct roed, and who had recoentlly bLeen anzersd
at Fort Union, intended Lo rob them, At camping-placas along the
road, bBOLh poing apd coming, fires were made in pitle aunk through the
snow, and Lhe Lravelers sleplt in bedrooms gleareod oul from deear snow-
drifts, Hoth on the road sy and in the Indian viliage—for a periocd
of two monthse, January end Februiry—blizzards swept the country in al-
most daily suczession, na of the nights on the road, Larpenteur af-
terward said was probably Lbhe coldest thal he Wi aver fell, Rt Lthea
Uree village Lwo of the traders’ mules perisked, snd were found frozan
BLiff —0One lying down, the other in & standing position, ii%ﬂﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁ

trada, esight men, sent up from Fort Union with horsss for conveying the
rebes that had Leen traded for, hed sulfered s0 Much from the oold thah

on their arrival "iL was almost impossible Lo recognize them —noson,
cheeks, &nd ayves =11 poabby [ rom Irnut-hith and no dark from ax-cosume

LEat Lhey looked mors like Tndisans -than whito man, ™
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And finslly, in Marcus Whitmanss famous jJournsy esst from Oregon,
a8 related by Amos Lawrence Lovejoy, his Lraveling companion across
the mountains, and in the heroic and well nigh superhuman buffelings
with deep mnows, ioy currents, intense cold, and piorcing winas that
wore involved in thal journey, we have proof that the excemsive rigor
of the winter of 1842-43 was not an incident of Lhe esastarn Eocky
Moyntains and fdreat Plains alons, but preveiled over the weslsrn
Rockies aloso; a3, indeed, it ssems Lo have done over ths enlire
braadth of our counbry.

In & letter of April ist, 1847, published in NSl the
Migzfonary Herald, Dostor Whitman himself testified Lo the extrwordi-
nary character of that winter, when he wrote, VIL wks Lo open =
practical routs and safe passape and secure & favoreble report of the
journey from the amiprants, whieh, in conneclion with oLher obLjecln,
caused ma to leave my Iwmily end brave the toils and dangers of the
journey, notwilhstanding Lhe unusual Severity of the winter and
the great depth of snow,™
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In & letter of Fabrusry 22, 18%6, Lo dav, Dr, George H, Atkinsonm,
densral Lovejoy wrots:

"Wa left Wailstpu Ostober 3, 1842, traveled rapidly, reached Fort
Hall 4n eleven days, remeined Lwo deys to resruit wnd make & faw pur-
chases, “he Doclor engeped & puids snd we left for Fort Winte [intah],
¥e chenged from & direct route Lo one mora seulhern, Lhroupgh the
Spanish country via Salt Lake, Taod and Sants Fe, On our wey from
Fork - Hell to Fort Winte, [rhi-::h led up the valley of opper Beer Rivar
an*r,q tvar Lhe Tintah }.{nunt.qinazl wg bad terricvly Bevere wesrther, The
snowd WEE retarded opr progress and blinded the Lrail, 5o HW¥W we lost
imuch tima, After arrivinpg at ForlL Winte [na-l-:: present White Hocka,
s g&nd making some purchases. for our Lrip, we Look & new guide and
started for'Fort Uncumpaprs, situsted on the [southern] waters fow
exlled Gunnison River or Gunnisonis 'F-'nﬂ] ef Grand river, in the
dpanish country,” e/ WRAVK L LAE /ST il Sl ool Ak S T
dud't SO F AV AN SO AW O AR SR SR SRR SR ST A S e ey
Vil SO AT E f’fﬂ'ﬂﬁ’fﬂ?’ﬁﬁ;’f A P ST A (W S LA RTINS e A a
Lo Y dd /AL S Y AL TR Yo el Y /T h o Al I YKL Y A AE SR
. wandy¥rX Tn describing MW (i EnoLheT pRIT of his letter) the A«
Ao ey ride from Port Vintah to Fort L‘munn;;-nm;ra,"t joetor Atkinson
relates, "Hothing of much import ococurred but hard and slow Lraveling
through dsep snow until we reached E'u-a sar gulde informes ga .} adds
an earlier letter written by Atkinson to Wa, H, drsy] Grand river [the
stread upon which W#Wee both letters say Fort Unsompahgre was loeated],
which was frozen on either side sbout one Lhird scross, Although so
intenzaly zold, the eurrent wus =0 very rapid saboul one-Lhird of Lks
river 4in the center wss nol {rozen, Our guide Lhought il would be
dangerous to sttempt to cross the river in its presenl comdition, bul
the dostor, nothing dsunted, was the firsi to Lake Lhe waler, Hs=
mounted his horse—-the guide snd Myselfl shoved the dootor and his
horse off Lhe ice into Lhe fosaning stream, Away he went completely
under water, horse and sll, but direotly cune up, wnd after buffeting




