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bowWs, A5 BEROWD Gy th® bullel-larka sod the arrows,

The rod zarks ars
for biood-stains on Lthe ica."

Cloud Shield’s count deplols one Arikara anl ons Dakoia, Lo
indicats the tribal identity of the eonlenliing parties, eackh wilh a
bow 4in hand, and numerous lines, or alrial paths, Lo represent

nissiles flying across the viver balween Lhad, His device in

interarated: "Thﬁy[?he Jaznnai] fought Lhe Pawness acrocp Lhe iece On
the North Platie. The Han on Lh? left is a Pawner.

After Lhe batlle of *35.7, the a 1n?t their 7illage at Cedar 2luffs
{twanty milen above the Forks of the PluLLuh Al
sriokaree Fork of the Republioan,

Alao ome on Lhe
and wilthdrew Loward Lhsir earlier
habital, permanantly 1banﬂﬁning ths HOrLA Platte agant ey,

Rufus Sape, &n route to the aoun -'-!.:E%‘Ii passed Lthe pites of this
liorth Platte battle, and reseived an sccount of Lhe event
man who had witnessed ft; bDubt hisn informant failed amcparently Lo

mention one featare of 4L that had impressed the Zioux memory-—

Trom o white

néEaly— Lhat it was a bLattle Across and on Lhe joe; and =ither his
informant or Sage himself —whatever be the Lruth in Lthe conflicting
stetamesnta of hinsealfl and JaLLiBue Good —— mia¢1¢¢u-ﬂb 3 ite data,

Jat ing it 4o HEIS,

m iy
Ay AR A Mﬂrl‘ & dcd aﬁ':'mﬂ 4_5 ! ~

to the Wandans, who, with Lhe Minnitarees in 1837 were likewise ip
{igtress, and theref ﬁﬂ geived Lhels Lo Lhair nsightiorhood, Lhat Lhe
three nations might make common Zfause Sgainst thelr coumon ensmy,

the Sioux.

Says Sapge, in "Zoenes in Lhe RFooky Wountains," in otmnnection with
his pamp of COetober 18, 1H41, at the mouth of Ash Cresk:

Uljgar caty had Leen the scene of 4 fieroo and bloody batile beétween
Lhe Pawnees aml P#ioux, in the winter of 18385, The affray commenced
early in the morning, and pontinged ©ill mear night., A Lraler who
was present with the Hioux on the opcasion, deseribes it as having
been remarksbly close. Every inch of ground was disputed —now Lhe
rawnens odrancing upon the reotrosting Siouxi snd now Lhe Sioux, While
the Pawnees gave wayi but, returning Lo charge with redoubled fury,
the former onoe Sors recdiled, The arrows [lew in full showers, —Lhe
tullets whistled the death-song of many & warrior, —Lhe yells 91 pom.
bating savages filled the aix, mnd drosmed the lescdr din of arss,

AL length arrows ami balla were exbaustisd on LOLE sidos, —Oul abtill
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the battle raged fiercer Lthan befors,

"War-club, tomahawk and Latoher-knife were bundied with terrifis
foroe, &8 the hostile parties engaged hand Lo hand, and the elash of
resounding blows, ocommingling with Lhe olamor of unearthly voioen which
rent the very heavens, sesded mors to prefigure the sontest of fiends
Lhan aught else,

"Finally the Pawnees abamioned the field to their viectorious enefies,
leaving sixty of their warriors upon tLhe enssnguined batile-ground.

But the Sioux had paid dearly for their sivantage] —foriy-five of Lheir
bravest fMen lay mingled with the slain, The defedted party wers pur-
sued only a short distance, snd Lhen gpermitted Lo return wilhout
further moleatation to Lheir village, =L Lthe Forks of the Platte.

"This disaster 30 complelely dinheartened the Pawnees, thoy el
ately abandoned their station and moved down the river mome £ T
dred miles.—mr have they apgain ventured =0 high up, unless in ELTan;
"_15 L !Tﬁ”" ' :hﬁf" he nﬂt.fﬂi thluthu ,ilu-ra- t.hua abandoned

"Ahuu'r. T.I:n .une Lime, E Iﬂmpu;ﬁ? 2 ik aél WUW)
“gpublican fork of Kansas was also sbandoned, and iLs inhu.bil.r.ntmfrl-t
united with the Loupa,.

"ke evidencss of this cruel death-harvest were yvet moatiersd over Lhe
prairie, wkose bones and Boulls Iooked sed,indeed, Uoe of the latiep
wns noticed, nesr s gasp, with o bhuge wasp'c nest dccupying Lhe A
vaccuu®R onge filled Ly Lhs sublle organs of intellsob, Etrange
Lenant, L¥aly, '0f & husan scull, —but, perhaps, not an unfit antitype
of the fierce passions that whilom clwdmed it as their dwelling pluge®

—
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*“he winter of 13.59 41] 'ma,, .f\.'llt' Hpaﬂlﬂl rassens, a nut.a.hj_g bne in Lha

Recky Womtedns, woarking an epoch in the mountain Lrade, It I’W

seTeTe winter, Green River being thickly frozen over, even in the
awiftf1owing renches of 4its canyon, wnd it brought —but pot by its
Severity-—otnstarnation to the Lraposral for in that winter at last
Lhe long-Lime sleoadily doorousing supply of Leaver, coupled with a
arrewest—meas recent deocline in the deaana +|-l1r1 price for vemv¥ar For-—
a dscline dueo Lo tho invenlion of tha -ai.f hat— brought to an end
Lhial haleyon pericd when fortunes ¢ould be elassed rapidly by eapteains
of the beaver trade, nnd those pnlmy days when, for free traprer and
Ena;-'hrr_.b alike, "beaver" apelled prosperily,

Coriny aa iL did, when ths supply of benver was greally depleted,
Lke iovenLlion whick wue Lhe deulh L1low Lo Lhe Louver hal, helped alan,
incidentally, to wind up the affadirs of Sinelair, Craig, wnd Thompson's
trading post, Tort Davy Croekett, = rTesort of free Lrappers in
Brownfs Hole on Green Siver. ¥reteohed wore tho beat of free Lruprers®
winler acsommodations in Lhal wastern HAocky Mountaims: but at this
Fort ﬁg_m, us it was doubbed by Lhe Franeh section of its motley
[ratarnity, Kit Carson wnd many others of that craft made rendezvous
during Lhat wintex, awaking ers spring t2 the fact thet Lhe atiractive
profita of their spacinl vocetion were & Lthing of the past—or in
mountain ments parlaxnce, "gone ceavor. M

Erny xt that Lime abandoned’ Lheaiy mountein heunts a&nd the trasperis
puraufls, Sows snigrrated bto the feriile valleyn of Orgpon and Cali-
fornia Qumg went to posta in ths buffalo counlry; and it was &t
this Lime —1840-—bast Kit Carson lefl the mountsins and bLecase hunter,

-
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or meat purveyor, for Hent's Fort on the AT Bnsas, A fow, especial.
ly some of tho old Ashley men, mdapting themsslves L0 ths changad
coniftions, remajined in that wastern part of Ltha moontaine whieh Lhey
Ead exploited since Lhe Middle twenties, Jim Bridpger, a leading one
of Lthops, with Frasbh and Vasgue® #& pariners, edbsrked in trale in Lhe
flreen River Valley, und in 1841 built Fort Hridger om Hluck'm Fork,

o AR KR R e A o wnd, with Vasques, (for Prueb wasn
li‘ﬂ'ar‘}:_'iiﬂﬂﬂtrg? tRE ‘Eri-!f;tfrl'%captiun of Lhe enlerprize, Myleiuuy
fidd A idddd while forted with his brigade durlng a trapping esps-
it ion on tha upper watera of Little Snake River,) continugd in the
mountain trade by making Lhe best of such rote and fur trade &5 ho
pongld somnand with the Shoshonga wnd gither Lribes and with white
hinters and trappers, but bringing his energies more and more into
relebtion with Lhe then incipient tide of emigrution from Lhe States
1o Qrepon and Californiu; although till 1843, whan tirﬁ

to stock the: esteblisbment with podds eapooizlly seleclod far Lho

8 undeariook

-ﬂmiﬁﬂﬂ- trade, Fort Sridger's traffic with Lhe emjprants consisted chd

sn. URAIACS oy On Lhe Dasis Of 010 L oouyyeg ox

ieft footsors snd weal by sgma former geEiprant — for Lwo worn nnnﬂ,

in wapgon repair work apd genersl blecksmithing, and in selling horses

and such
Elsswhers, us||:.'r_ Fort Hridger, Lhose who eontinued im the mountains

orovisiond &8s Lhe post ocoold apure,

aftar thke thirtiee, Tound themselves dependent less and less upon the
beaver for their profits, notwithstanoing thut some, like Lhe veloran

3111 Williams, the trapper par excellence of the mountaina, nﬂnLinun::Fnaﬂ'-

f .‘.tﬁ t;r_‘f*.rg their nLLcuEian Lo thﬂtg‘ ruft of a1l crafis of Lhe mounluin

men, ﬂlr‘#“?’?p :

Within that m:‘,i.m mﬂﬁwa‘mﬂéﬂ% built, not
anly thke trans-montane Fori Hridger, #5 abdove Te 3 [
ciu.lnﬁ-ntn‘ht- poats, Fort Vasgued, Fort Bt., Vrain {}_:nn-u-rln 1D B3 FoOTh
Gaorge), Lupton's Fort {known ﬁﬁ'}i‘}fr to Lhe tr&:rE?ﬁriE&?H;H‘i-‘iﬁxiutn
tradoers a8 Fort Lmu.ster"l, and Locke and Rapdolpk's [fost, on the

South “lulte; %nm Fort Puablo on the' Arkaunang And
qardscrabble on' hg*ﬁg%ianﬂ aoarillo, At Pueblo end Hﬁrﬂaﬂrabﬁla’

apd in o amaller whay =t Fort Launopsler,, SO0Ma sitention was given L6

arriculture} puth £ A
depenied gpon trade with the buffalo-hunting tribes for profiLs;
and &t Forts Vasquer and Lanoagter, il lowsl, Lhe mosb potenlk equivalonts
offered for Lhe robes, t9ngues, and tallow brought in, were whiakey and
zunpgowier, duch other nupplieﬂ ad Lhe Todimna and white hontero nood=
sl wore mlgo Lrufficked in; and Lesides Luffale robes, such beaver snd
misgcallsneous fora mn were of fersd wers Dartared fom,

b s

e bv i ATy edy
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Concerning Lthe #inhr :'I.T'E"l':"'ﬂ in the Aocky Mogntein region, the

E .u_r.c_
writer has found mr-' virices, S49ve 1in 4 accounts whickh g
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far sogthward, Lhe snowstorm Lhal eraated "the E.Dn#'ﬂ.ru_l" a cplebroabed
landuark of the forties . and fifties, on Lhe Santa Fe Trail,

P RV M soe o™ Pitsen, oromsnd

Lhe Gimarron Eiver in present Uklahoma, aboul Sidway between the
adubherel cornar of ColorTadd ..n.a the ansl line of New Maexico, sl a

i.ﬂin‘.. neanr which was establ 1..-hej ﬂr,”f_aﬂh? the stone-bugilt

; 2 : oatilo Indians :hr-
brisldy-pgarrisoned Eilitary |..:+=-L Camp hm ols, LO “rutpr.-liha.m al

both on the 01d Sants Fo "rail 4tself and on the "hubrey Cutl-off)» Om
tho north side of Lho shiwweied river, & fow mwiles bolow Lhe orosaing,

wia "Lhe Aone Yard® of far-western snnals, where Lthe @ersan Lrader,

dlberl Speyer, lost a4 swall fortune in sules, TSN b -

terribliea blizserd,

br. F, A, Wislizenus, who socobponied Mr, Spever westward over the
dunts Fe Trail in {846, recorded in his Journal of the day Lhet brouphd
then Lo Lke ¢rosaing: "On the rood Lo-day we saw Lhe skulls and bones
of about 100 kules, which ¥r, Hpeyer hed lont seversl yesrs ago, when
he Lravellsd over thess pleins late in the fell, end & snowsiorn
cvertook hin at night. "he pooT animale i:y: Be told me) srowled

ATound 1ittie fire which he hal kindled, but Lhe pold wos 50 {nLense

0

thiut most of Chem Jdied the same night, @ OLAsrs in & obate of oler-
Lion, eozmenced sating Lhe ears Of the dead onea,v
"Lete in Lhe fall,™ myusl have mspanl in Hovesber; for inm "wWild Life

in the Far West," Capt, Jalisag Hobbs telle us LAkl Lhe pnewsn Of Spevers!

gprastroche remched Sapla Fe in Decs@ber, m
. e ! — : : - -
W -

Gaptain HoLos,; wWAO Was in .“J:u-f. lh'- thm-ﬂ%.a m%
soememil socount of the event, wilh soie debeils nol given b J'L.E'.t r
writers; bul il channol Le wmEy relied on as Lhuﬁrﬂﬂﬂ‘fk MR"

= hm_'ee :Er% ,»'??'T‘Hm*‘“"
Wl e Secee ;Jﬁgwmlfﬁ‘!ﬂ:ﬁ*
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denlly Lold Wislizenus that the nuaber of mules losi wias sboul MW a
. sio i miﬂuﬁ »
Bundred; while W. W, H, Davis, “who' pusseld Lhe pluce-in 1853 wnd

heard 1t oalled YHyle Heed ™ becatse Lhe Dlesoclhed bones weares "piled

ug by the side of Lhe road ™ desgoribed Lhe loma as "a hundred and

twenty Bules®iLhat “erished in one nighty' M Wa, H, Richardaon, in ﬂifn'um
Wae jocurnel of 1846, places the los: wifmee ot Y917 m

L T T = L B TR Sy, e T o Richerdson, however,

wrongly stiributes LEe event to "iaal winter®e—i.eo,, to Ltho winter of
» | ¢ _'l' 3 e

CeTE e - oo - s rmmna b Y W
-

- i i N Y

e

Hobts? necsount of the Entter ia

1.3 faf:-.lmr;a-:

"Tn & short time, we were rendy for oodther hunt, Kit Caraon,
Pegp-lag Smith, and myaelf, with o nusber of our Shawnee Indian tLInp-
peTs, Sterted for Hew Mexico, pgoing over whil was ooalled Taos bountain,
We stopped in Suntz Fe solp Lwo Or Lhres weekn, Lesling Lhere Colonel
Uwons, Hicholas Gentry, und other Lrulers from Independence, Mo, SHoon
aftor Lin pg¢pmtpr,tﬂ4ﬂil 0 rqp:i%Tfh:L Albert Szeyverse train was
gnowed in on Cizarron ereek, aboul w0 hundred and fifty wiles from
Santa Fe, and Lhat over four hondred of his mules were f{roZen LO desih.
v Bl seventy-five wapgona wnd Len mgles LO Lbe wupon, All Lhe Ame-
rican mules died, wnd tke Mexiown mules sustadned 1ife by sating off
the pones fnd tafls from the deid oaY0Lasos. "he snow wis Lwo feal
deep, ond the teamsters g8gld mike no fires, exdept by tearing op their
wagon-boxes and side-borrds, ms the buffald ehipe wars &ll ooversd up,
aml Lthe nesrest tilber was wbout Ten kiles of f, st Cottonwood Crove.
‘*he alowl kad come on an.ﬂnly: and Lhe eold wis 30 intense that Lho
snimals Aol {rosen, vnl! Ltheir bones reumajn Lhere Lo Lhia dey, which
gave Lhat place the mome of Hone Yard,

Wiolonel Owens gums to Gm, when the repdrt of Lthis disuster readaolad
Santa Fe, and knowing I had been among the Uoliunches, he begged e Lo
take chiprpe of & relief train ond stert off dnmsddstely, g Lhe Touls
lay through & port of the Comapche oountry, and 1 spoke their laoguage,
he of fered Se o good price LO g0, and 1 oOnsented, ¥e Bad Ten Mexi-
gune Lo drive the loose Oxon end myles, end Leuwsoiers Lo drive Lhe
Wipons, A Mexican in- the enploy of Mr, Spoyers, who hed gome in
with the news, returned with us a3 guide, We ware Lwenty -I--.-:-'Jiiiu
resching Lhe perishing train, and found thes io swn awful i




e,

They hud driven what Zules remfAined alive Lo the cobttonwood grove, ten
ailes nway, end, loading part of them with wood, hed taken it bsck Lo
ganp, They had also c¢ut down isSmense gquentities of the cottonwood
trees for shalter, and the mules lived on Lhe buds =nl bark, if Lhe
storn, which lﬁéLnﬂ geveril daye, haid pobt eome on a0 fieroely Lnd oudl-
denly the first night, they might heve saved tLhe whole train, by =tart-
ing -at onos for this grove,

tidy Lrip for their relief wes through » wild country, =mi, &3 Wo
sneountersd deep snows, Our progrodsu wes necessArily slow. Wa had
four hundred Diules snd sixty yoke of Mexiown eattlei bul it was hoard
work to move the hesvy trsin of Mr., Hpeyers bhck to Swnta Fe, for the
gtarving #ules, berely saved alive from Lhe hunger and oold, ocould not
pull much,'™ ™he oxen wore yoked 'in,Nexienn fashion, the yoke being
loohed Lo Ehe horns with rawhide, and Lks different yokes in Lhe awme
teatt gonneoted with rawhide ropes, They were driven by o man on eneh
aide, with & long stilek or pole, having & sharp nail or spur On Lke
end, which wis nsed instecd of & whip,

hwh traveled slowly, anluring much suffering, end atl tines nearly
froesing, Lill wo reached Lss Yegas, where we gOL more Weon and Aanfaslm
and wore oDuch relievead, muking the Lelanece of Oour Journey into Santo
Fo much ossisr, Opr arrival produced grect exeitement, and our old
{rienda were 81l plad LO Zeel us apd learn of our safety,

WS poynrs, if AwAXASNEN 1iving, Dust now (1872} be guite s wn 014
Ball, He has done » heavy business in Eepsas Cjty, purchesed largely
in real estate, end, the leat I beard of him, he hod soquired o lAaTgEe
muount of property. Ho wis of Gerouwn descent, Lall snd spare, with
kegn eyes, and his langusge; though soliowhsl Croken, wis always polite.
He Had & good reputstion ws & fair trader, apd, at the Lilie he wos
snowed in at fimarron creel, the merchanits of Sdnls Pe wanifestied Lhe
1iveliost sympathy for his &nd his men, anl showed the resgeel in
whica they held him, by doing everything ia Lheir power for his rto-
1iaef.  TDuriog sy longp ecqusintance with him, T found Rim in all
respeasts a gentleman,M : P

Hobbe? iuteijmm statelant obL-
tuined by Wislizenus from Spoyer himself, =and a3 Carsocn ia well knodwn
Lo hswe been hunter for Bent?s Fort 4n the faull of 1840, and mey have

ZEn Septa Fe in Deeesbor, there 15 no s ool L
L 8 LEg Lrue 2 ;
that' HObha® date

notwilhstending thet, .olasewhers in
hiz book, he bhe -irﬂﬂnq .
PYY FUEETI S ) iﬂrﬁ-ﬂﬂm-ﬂ:

 in Yune of both 1837 wnil 1830, which
is inunn?lﬁtyln #iﬁh the known movements of Uarson, who was & free Lrih-
per intendWestl of the WMountains in Lavss years, and 134 pnoL realurn LO

_ﬁ*ﬁ.‘u Fart jﬂﬂﬂih’fﬂ!‘fgﬁm gntil the sutmer of 1540,
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m HoblLs? above acgount of how he went Lo the resoue of Speyers,
supgEests &5 guite possible that he gave so¥e aocount of the matier to
“uxton in '48 or r47, and LRal he is the "Jemumy" who, when gueationed
by ansther mountain ohsracter in Ruxton’s siory, replies: "l sirre-gj
T went oul when Spiers 108t his animals on Cimmaron: & hundred %

- orty Hgles and Gxen was frose that night, waghlV ?ﬁlmﬁ‘mﬂﬂ#’f :
Tw#o of the hardest winters of the forties were 80 nearly consecu-
y tive—being separated by one ordinewry winter only— that often
in later times Lhey have been confusod with esch OLher, Thesw

were Lhe winters of 1842-3 and +34.5,
. '_"hq_- #inter of M42-3 waz "execensively o00ld and prnLrEﬂLuU”: - T
for white ®en and red men, it spread death, suffering, and pecunisry
1oan eoros= the breadth of porthern latitudesn, slthough it 18 'only
with reforence Lo parts of the West that it will here be considered,
AL La Pointe Tndian Agency, Wisconsin, the DAaTd winter 50 dediroyed
the potatoes Lhal not soough were left for the apring planting.
On the 1st of Jepteuber, 1843, Fart Superintendent Thomas, at
the Winnobagd dubapgency in Tows, wrole Of heuling provisions Lo
some Tndiwns on Fed Cedar River, soume fifty wiles weal, 4in Lhe
winter preceding; and he mdded, "This latter service, on account
of Lhe grest degth of spow, end Lhe severity of The weabher, was

sxztrenely diffioult and laborioun.™ H
Fro& Lthe Yauk and Fox Apgonoy in Towa, Seplelber 4th, 1643, ﬁ

[ndisn Agent John Bewch reported, "The unusual lengih and severiiy :1?

of the sildes 1ast winler subjecled the Zacn and Foxes Lo tuch é‘.‘

d{stross, and great loas of horsea— LBe ground huvying beon =-:w:-r|~d./"~

Lo that depth with snow that they eguld procure no subsisitence ||""E

for then, **hia, with the losses wnd inconveniences incident '

Lo woying [Lu & new aponsy, farther west,|{ reduced Lheli; Jduring
the early part of the surver, L0 & situstion of preat necassity,
espegially 23 the lateness 0f Lhe aeasbn delayed thes 4n moving,
beyond expesotation, and conmsequently obliged Lhes LO deler Lhe
gormpnoement of their amgricoultural operations until spring had
Tup

far adranced M - el __ o

"he wintar "0 -‘Iﬂ , m;{f. o B T '
Rofus Baps Lhal winter, w thet in Lhe White Hiver country, northeast
of Rawhide Fults, there wao much ‘el cold cnd snow Put on returs-
ing from White river Lo Fort Lures=ie, Sxge found Lhat "Winter in the
noiphborhood of the Plwtte hed bowh ToRerxably &ild, =nd at 1o tise durs
ing the seasen had the spow receined gron the ground to oxoeed = day,

Vagetntion, sven thus q*urlm[qnii-!:--bruury] was beginning to put-forth,
and bring to view Lthe besaby ~nd YOWelines: of soring."™




