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THEE FABEY FIASCO OF 1741 . 4P
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After the Mallet brothers” duccessful journey of 1739 - 140, and = =
auite cleosely following it, the nsxt Santa Pe expzdition attompted
wad the aportive ‘ona known na Wabryfa, in 1741 - V42,

The Mallet brothers scom to have shown the journal of their
travels te elerk Fabry of thke marims servios, who, sooing the im-
portancsa of Lheir discoveries, made am abastract of the journal and
snbmitted it to Governmor Hiemville and Int=ndaqt Salmon* at the sams
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M *Mtistu de HBienvills, nlin.“.i:lnr de J;L*urdru de Ea.:ltrt..-

Touis , Qouvermsur peur le Hoy em 1s provimce ds la Luuisiane;
Edme datien Saimon, QOomseiller du Hoy, Commisssire dé la Marims, -
Ppfian k@l Ordonnateur de ladite Provines". — W Margry, Orig,
¥r., VI, 468, Sisur Salmon was 3150 ¢alled "Iptendant de la
Loujsjane : & title corresponding to that of Lord-lieutenant,
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time offering his services to go and perfeect the discovery.

“rhers have arrived Lkeore im the month of Kazeh last", wrote Biom-
vills and Salmon in a letter dated New Orlsans, April 30,1741, "four
Capandians returning from Santa WMe, capital of the realm of New Mexico,
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whera they have besn by land*, without any one having been informed of

¥[ihad obvaously besh Bopad That MESBSARA‘could be reached From the
M Mississippi 'Il'a.llu'_r wholly or mainly by river cainoe routes,
T LN e
“undie. G@B1ign, We have baen as surprised as satisfied at this discovery,
= which may become a very important matter for the colony, The

Company of the Indies made great expenditures Mg with & view Lo reach-
ing & knowledge of that Spanish country. It had a fort built on the
Missouri, where,at the time, it had fifty men in garrison, and it was
then caleglated to make of it an bhtrepot for a large commerce, Thoy
procured honors and rewards for Eieur de Bourgmonlt, who had undertalken
Lthat discovery and who failed in it, as asveral others hai failed in
f it before him, What is most singular about it is that the Sieur de
La Harpe, who had gndertaken it by the Red river and by the Arkansas,
did not iuuuuad belter, JIt would seem, however, by the journal of
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river Ogscends from the Epanish country ggﬂnghig one Gan aseend it
to within forty leagyes of Santa-P¢, It is even probable that there
arg other branches which approach il wuch more, However that may be,
the journey of the Canad inns would hawe been fruitless and no one
would have been able to return to Santa-Pd by their journmal, in which
the routea are not marked, if we had not found some one capable of
returning there with them, not only to survey tkis route,but further
to make all the obaervations sxpedient in Lhe country and Le lay there
the foundations of a commerce which may become extremely important, TL
is true Lhat this commerce will have some great difficulties owing to
tke distance of the placesj but when it shall be possible to go by
water, it will not be more difficult to make there ons convoy each
year than it it is to go to the Illinois, wnd as for so much of the

road as will remain to make by land, the horsesa, which arufin great
atio ogods
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quantity in that country, will render the

practicable, It will nol be impossible,morecver, Lo engage the Span-
{ards to come to gel them al a plate of trepot , Mylpfaiaiaiieldpll since it
would appesr by one of the letters joined hereto,that the people of
Santa-F4 go to trade at the mines of Chihuahua, 200 leagues from their

home, Naghlhlayyeiiaafy It would appear also by this letter® and the -

j;;gl *toferonce is hers made Lo the letter of Pare ganl-lago de Febald,
anRdlans asuui'_ﬂi that there are mines Enown in the viecinity of

Sunta-Fﬁl They say,even,that one of Lhem has been shown Lo them at
threae gquartera of a lesague from the Lown, and that,if the Spaniards

had market for the silver,they would sidaaisf¥ scon make them of valusl
It waa to such expectntions stimulatad by the achievement of the

Mallet party, which had in reality diseovered two indepencent and
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feasible routes to 8anta Fe, that the Governor and Inténdant ordered a

new expadition, under Sieur André Fabry de la Brurﬁrn,ytn Wparfegt™
the diseovery,by surveying and charting the route by which the Canadi-
ans had returnsd or by finding a better one, more largely boatable,

The instructions to Fabry were guite elaborate. Briefly stated, g
they were: To repair,with his detachment and cargo, by the Mississipp)
and Arkansas river, to a point above the forke of Lhs latierl, and
then to proceed Into the country westward and northwestward as might
seem most expadisnt; to push the exploration as far as Lhe provisions,
equipment and strangth of his party would permit, making such Miplsisieiatl
ol oo o o o g o i o o o W o K Al cbserviations on ¥WE geo-
graphy,astronomy and botany, and on the situation and characlter of tre
lands traversed,as would enable him to renderee good azcount of them:
to estimate and record his routes, ochserving wlbitude shminterrais
vith sn it S TR, TRl F ERe bl D LhE ERL s

ihi'n:!;r Oﬁiﬁs awnecs n._w.]-" Comanohkes, who M@l’ﬁ;ﬁﬁf&_%
{ :Ll piEndu bhm frading earavans of the Mexicans, to cerss such llpraﬂn-1.'
~ -+ tlons, in view of Lhe ulusa unign belween Lhe crowns of Franoe and of
i i 1 i
seains amtaiopfals, e sEiEElaEe oot vL0d of alL theas nations by
. .
The axpedition was equipped At large costi) with provisions for the
first part of its juurnug,[hunting wags Lo be relled on when Lhe buf-
falo and game couniry waa reached), with men, munitions and merchan-
dise, and with whatever was deemed assentinl to its success, In its
personnael were, besides Sieur Fabry, a4 sergeant IQhampmrh], A gorporal
(Alexis Grappe, later for many years commandant at the Post of Lhs

cai:ﬂfspiﬁt on Red river), five Iuldilri. M seven voyageurs , or
angiges ,, 'm‘rfi E-i?a w' o wi ¥ cludad the Mallet bro-
tkars and Robitaille and Eaulat: the }:ﬂhfﬁf I‘a utu?li;gﬁlgﬁ'i‘i“""-;
gl who wera, though under Fnhry B commund, ﬂnlluf"ﬁ'is Wagsopiates™,
Although Lhe services u} i‘ahr;r,r;m w5 those of o ¥y sci-
untLFTEEEEHTT¥§Q%F#EnbjuntE of the expedition, e sy miatake
sesms Lo have been made in placing him in command,instead “T‘t?'
iy CPFLERTR l.lalut.ﬁu-r-n-nﬁf—hhn. who were seasoned u'HJ- prwtinnj. men in
s Buch busineszs fand exigg ] ] :
j Wition was sur® to be oo ; i Hurnnvu:,'thny hﬂu:prnvaﬂ
S’ iﬁ;:; gualities of leadership in thedd conduct of their previcus expe-
dition, having met every emergency,ind succeaded,whers mﬂ? of treéé ;! 3:!
huEgbl Eradegﬁigqrgtvitk f?r belbter equipment, bhad Tnflud_ H?d tia .
his eecond expedition, witk full power to act,witkin Lhe limils of

the sum approprialed for it, Eieur Fabry bteing ordered with the de-
./
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tachmenl in A purely scientifiec capacity, there pplppd can be 1itbie
doubt that the expedition would have succesded; =0 far,at least, as

goncerns traversing and mapping & pr E} ﬂﬂi"ihﬂEFEﬁ o mangE — ) g
b aisrns—Te navigable waless ” r

and the ecollection of soientific datag whatever might have been its
reception diy e P there by the Viceroy's orders,under Jealous
Spaniah rvoyalty's restrictions, As to this lwutter, it pustlp# g0 =
fegsad Lhat il sesams not unlikely to have ended -i&ﬁhﬁéﬂiﬁa 0 BE-
pedition-- #with the confiscation of Lhe merchandise, as it did in Lhe
case of ths Baird-MecEnightChimbers and Chouleau-DeMun expaditions,
nearly three guarters of a century laler,

hoocompanied on the Mississippi by five pirogumes of Tllinois Indians,
Eieur Pabry conducled his expedilion up thal river and Lhe Arkansas,
leaving New Grleans on the 1ast day of Cetaober, 1741, The 5th of
Necember found kim within four leagues of tha main foriks of the
lattar ri?ur* and on the ?th ha asntered the Mleft"™® that is, Lhe

F
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'Luft n: it a nuruu LO Voyapars unq:nﬂiu Lhe river; bat in realil
of course, thap kt fork n; ghn stroam, g ¥

Canadian fork, which he named, appare y indhis cnor, "mividre

Eaint.ﬁnﬂriﬂ though this part of the river had been. knuwn for 22
TRArS, This was "tke river that mheuld ascend Lo San B P, vy

i 1aagnnn" up ‘it he found the moulhs of two rivers™ Which thers

pgth of whioh the Sieurs Hnllut hiad praviﬂuﬂly noted on thkeir jomTney
Gwi the river,

mﬁ“rhuan were the North fork,or Beaver, and the little Soutk forkpf # Guabion

i

entered the Canndian, and untill reaching this point,be Itund ne 4diffi-
culty as regards sufficiency of water for navigation; but on the 13th
the water fajiled him, abeve the laler.reachsd of Lhess two rivers,
which he namsd WEouth river™, Dealayed at the latter river for esight
days, and on the 2lst "a Etﬂrm hﬁféﬂ?iﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁ the water in Lthabk which
lad to ths Spaniarda™, PFocecded mntil the 25th, when the water
again failed, IL was only on the 10th of J1nu1r3,1?§3 tkat he
could conbinua his roumte, and that wilk greal ﬂiffiuutgg. Euing
ebliged,in some pla:gu tg drag Lhe pirogues, On the lﬁth ke reached i
1

ﬁ-ﬁzﬁnhﬂ L

the mouth of & large™ Ebaﬁk ‘above whieh the river had but six inchas
of water, In this oraek he encamped to await a raise of watex: hl?lngf

tken made, according te his estimate, 42 lgapues Eiplplrbeeiapiainip
gistospe i 0y Buous seipt vy SRS RAL g R s )
13 o AMp

eTe ATEIVE A _parcty of A5 Csages hbunﬂ on
il axpadihima againat the Mentos,® The ﬁﬂh-ﬂing spokan from

s les

*The Mentog were a Lribe of Caddoan and Pawnesean linguistic affind-

tisa, and wers among those cognate nations,eallad'"Pands™ by Lhe EE‘EFqubdd_
Ind{ians and the Prenchk, &pnd mors upauifiuAlly “1aniﬂumaua“ Irum LEa3
villages many of them, &1n§ é&n the-Arkansas and its bran tﬁ#
main Forks,within the hunting range of their eusmies, Lh %f@%:y—
ar naagua_ The Menlaoz had unae ived on tha Arlnnsa&, fbove
L. Porks, nnd 28 leagpmes below A village -of Yhhe Blaol Sawnses't, Thur hﬂﬂhmﬂwﬂl
from Ehat river,And had Iived for a time on the Canadian, where,in

1742, the remaina of their .old villuge ¢f thateked cabins cnulﬂ still
be sean, About 1757 or '38, thay had romoved LO the viecihity of the

&

Onddops, wharta Lhoy wers 1iving at the time of Pabry's expadition, —
- ' ¥ 1 Sk o £




TR, & E:t awl o :T‘ffﬂu%-;
across the eraeh‘ 1 Fabry and his

men went over And held a parley with them, They t0ld him that Lhegal
Chevalier of Villiers hud arrived among Lhe Missouries, and thal thars
waere 8ix Frenth traders in their villages; they spoke of the good
friendship that had been reestablished between themselve= and the
Frenck and said that they wished to make no mora trouble,

On the morning of the 25tk Fabry made them a peesent of powdar,balls,
knives, ete, With ¥uafafel this they waruhnnt var -.uj_l conlented, dea-

o
siring some guns also, They weres t.u.lé' - Ehing wore. After

puuting nwhilu :m:l holding & conBultation among LE n y thay
Ent and H-I!I-g Sieur Fabry and ¥l old Hilﬁﬁﬂmw

M interpreter, "There waa an explanation,in whick Lhay

ginined nothing. They left about noon, promising that,if they made a
and would brih
thay wuuld.rnturn in mix or nﬂ&n ni_ggtu 5O ajav“_, ﬂiﬁd

“tesn of theu retupied Funrun-rr ard, "with seven horses, & wmule and two

£l
annlps- the cther | ﬁaparatnd from thess in going to Lhe Mentos,

and had not been Haan 8 {:.2- n their absence FAbry had mf‘i
Eressbesre—f Limbeor

l:lnrurl'. %EM‘.E:'& ﬁuﬁpréaalk thay
should have returndd in 11 them Tha

fortified himself on account of the Bluﬂ: Paﬂrnﬁua,whﬂ were roaming in
the dgiliiiey/noighborhood; they seemed Lo believe and approve it, bul
evidenced some un@asiness about his Journey, ImAagining that he sought
the Pawneses and Comanches to malke alliance with tkem and trade thanm
some guns, He reas the aylng that he was goipg to see Lhe
French aof Lhe Wes Eﬁ"n wnra i

galcilated to aauunﬂ the river very high upj; he replied,yes, thinking
that it would be useless Lo Zsep sscrel from them his jJourney, Wi whizh
they would have heard spoken of at Lhe village ﬁf Lhu Mimssouriee® und

e

®rae inferance is that these Indians were ‘Iﬁﬁﬂi £ row tha Little Ep
93 88uEHhhoh: NEEEI 10 LT R T 102N 3000 G0 0B
moreover Lhey saw with him some Uﬂnﬂ-r.liar-ﬁ F;hoz%nbgnii& A hnving
made jhe former voyage, The chisf told him that hu% not in the
least think of ascending this river, which ke had seen there more Lhan
ten times and wkich he had always found witheut water, Eieur Fabry,
being moarcely able to doubt the truth of this statemsat, from the ob.
servations whieh he himself had mnde,® conferred with the four Canadi-

ans and the sergeant,on whmt -rl;l.ﬁlnf.inh ey would hmf!: to L }‘&, if com-

pelisd Lo leave the rivern,  anow Bl IMME nter, i‘ q if

the drynesg contigued,s rise of watﬂﬂnnld rnat ba ted on in the
Spring iﬂﬂ.ﬁ‘ﬁluunmad bes Lot i:L" u-'!'u:ﬁ the do-

partura of thoe Osages,

= —l'-.-l"
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r anoient brothera, They asked bim it fa
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All agreed as to the great uncertainty of nevigating the upper part
of tke River Saint-Andraw in so dry a ssason, and they concluded that
it would he necessary to trade with the Osaves for some horaas, with
which the greater portioa o¢f Lheir effects ecould be Lransported, Theo
Usags chief referred the propoeed trade to his young men, and Lhen
replied that they did not wish to trade their horses, 3s they were

roing home,

The preceding account of hie experiences with the Osnges 1s-i%§ﬁ§§%iiiL
«fwOw Pabry's journal of the expedition as given in Margri‘e ﬂriglﬂih
Francaises; but from other sources the latter has the following note:
Wrhe Sieur Pabry passes in silence that the OUsages,on arriving, offesrad
him some horsas,which hs refused contrary to the advics of hie msso-
ciates, who had offered to pay for them out of their own momsy, con-
gidering these korses, with three of their own¥®, as the only means of

sWhare Pabiry’s party Lad oLtained these thrae Rorses does not appear,
They may poesikly have bough
{from the Fost of the Arkansast
Cenadian river,about 10 learuss above its mon
sgam oeriain whethear Liig i: 3

no mention is made of

L L

csrtainly hava Lesn taksn,

5.y |
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?am of Brined'asmour, & Frasnck hunter
who, that yllrihnd a camp on the
t

tkis

8 n;zyztgv
gucceeding, It is true that after Sisur Pabry had refleclted, ke had
man run azfter tke horses; vut the Csapes, offended at the refusals
that he kad made of them, refused them,”

It was now recognized that a pack-train might be abeolutely nsedful,
but the horses for it very difficult to oktain,

The first and cardinal error had teen committed fn mot providing for
this obviously possikble emergency belores Lhe expediticn started, Ar-
rangemenls should have Leen mades in advance Lo havs horses sent across
from the village of the ﬂlduﬂnquiéﬁ on Red river to the Porka of the
Arkansas, t@ await there Fobry's arrival; snd had this been done,
thera would have be=n 0o material delay hare, and the progress of the

axpedition to Santa Fe would i{n a.l probability have bqu rlﬂt%ﬂll]y
[+
ininterreptod. BELABYSEIIE LoN oot ish nlar, copRiet 40 s,

FAVAS LA RN A AAE LR L IOAGESEF AR/ L B A R ST S E A A
AELLLFAEL A AL A S U E AR/ P AT ILYR T A/ S il /¥ oo o At
KFLR /g fag sga sy ro PR R L LA SRR VA EFEY (1laaning of the expodi-
dition, it would esem as if il some such precsution as this would
But the hopa of the sailor-bullt minde of
Eisnville and Pabry, that a navigable all water or nearly all watsr
route to Eanta Fe could be found, seems to Lhave been allowed to so
nearly cryetallize into belief,fplilas to lead to the neplect of this
impertant provision; and the result was ons awkward dslay after anothst

till ths end of the anterpriess;
Fefore the departure of the Csapges

. j
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thougk it doss nbt
until later or not, since
8 of tre uperiver }EEEE!L__L-

-

cording to Pabry— and aftar
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their refusal to trade their horses, a new conference was held by the
Prenchmsn, Tha Canadiane suggested following the Usape Lrace, to
sesek horses fron the nation whick Lhe Osages had recently raidsd,
Pabry advised against this,as entailing too much risk at a time whan
that unknown nation had Jjust been struck by hostile parties, and ha
thought it expedient to wait for a ssason; that even if many horsss

should bBe obtained, thay would nnt ieave the river, so long me
there was any hopa of & rise ot iatura in the springtime;, he being

constrained by his orders to aauun.ﬂ the river a8 high as he could, He
wanted to wait till splplpfelalel Easter, and Lhere would Mihen be time
enough Lo m h-.mt. jn: horses, "This reasoninghsayas Fabry,"sesemed to
be approved", ;E-ul. Hargry says, "Ihis reasoning was so lilLlLle approved
by Lthe voyvapeurh Lhwt- they opposed it until they -ﬂ#’uilannn imposed
on Lhem by Sieur Fabry, who gaid thet he WEEMNAMSrAfdg no longer
wished to foljow their M‘ahaut anything", Pabry, bowever, took
the precautioh of sending 1:3' the Osage chief a letler to Lhe Pranch
traders on the Missouri, whom the Osages aaid they could reack in
saven nights, to trade for and bring Lhem some horses, for which he
would pay what the Missouries should ask fer them; and If Lwo of Lhem
wonld come with some Indians Lo bring Lthe horses,he would ﬂwh

anc .llr:a heir t;ﬁnh e, He woul w.ut. for them till the
“”ahﬁi EEEE E;iﬂ 2 on thu.fm’*%% %

- ﬂ-‘lﬁ from the southeast, with rain and hail, raised the river

threc feet in tha night, ‘htﬂ. the water was down again by daybrealk,
Gold weathsr MM aee until the 17th, whon th - be ERme

111-:1:' &n ice broke without causing any conalderable rise of the water,
A rise of two feset on Lbe 18th, bkad vanisked by evening, From Lhe

19th to the 27Lh the weather was cloudy bul rainleas, On Lke 28Lh,

the river being found a little higher than ordinary, and

Myl raving becoms scarce by 80 leng A stay in that place, putting

the men in bad DUMOT  pPapry proposed pulling the cances b get highar
ap the river and find buffalo, Cn the 28tk the cancea ware reloaded
at the mouth of the ﬂ%“ and the ascent of the river was resumed, ¥
the men wading and dragging the eanoas after them, In thies manner it
waE possible to make but slow progress, On the Btk of March,an ad.
vance of only a little more than ®ix and & half leagues had hﬁﬁﬁ?‘-
and Mgl & place was encountered where thers was no water at all, a.m:l
it became necessary to unload A to provide Jlevers to gebt the pirogues
past it, Busied thus on the the 7th found every one tired out,
and it was rjguidug to reat at ﬁa firat place good for hunling, March
Btk t& 12th Lhe eoldest weather of the winter,and Lhe part
meade ot - diﬂﬂnvardai, in the maantims t.ha: ‘t..h:t

_xw;einity 1|“nl.1:|1ﬁﬂ-ﬂ in’ bhanr wnd fﬂ-t desar, WWM




