':H.ﬁ.r-?ﬂstﬁﬂf ;

FROM SANTA FE
THE DISASTROUS -eelE=E EX-EDITION OF '.I’:LL.L'.EI.II'E;N:'I THE HESH&%EJ{H 1720.

In 1720 the Spaniards zenl out f{rom New Mexico,under Capltain .-
padro de Villasur,wko was an officer of enginsers and lieutenant-
gonaral of the province, a most unfortunate military and colonizing
expadition, with the object of forming eatablishments in the .
Missouri country to check tke westward advances of the French, The
datails of Lhis expedition are but imperfectly known, From bthe
brief and conflicting acsounts of it gpiven by French and Epnﬂiﬁ? y
writers, it would seem thal il pumbered sevaeral hundred persons
and consisted of Spanish cavalry, besides civilians anl women and a
large pumber of New Mexican Indian alliesi thal it wani well

equipped for its undertakings, nhiuh,%fcnrd;gg to. French authority,~"=.
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included prospecting for mines as well as the founding of = military
post and selllement; that it was provided wilh horses and cattls for
the settlers; that it conveyed tha fixtures of a chapel and was fZocoms
panied by two priests or chaplains, one of whom was & Dominican, Padre
Juzn Mingues, and the obther a Jagobing that it arrived near Lke
nations of Lhe Missouri river and made znown Lo one of Lhem its plan

nf forming W in Lkeir country (perhaps near the Otoes

and PFawneess, o whose ?i}l&gaﬂﬁl spemgfirat to have
a:rivad1,“ii£££ﬂup o the Frenchk, who were zlready pushing

*h=ﬂ}hlL’Lha ﬁlt}?ﬂﬂ?ﬂf}thﬂ
country pralanduﬁ sympalhy wilk the Epanizards and their designs =znd

received them with outward cordiality, but at onee sel an foot & plan
for their destrustion, which was accomplished a few days later through
a combined attack by COtoes, Fawneses and Missouries and perhaps some
Eansas and Osages, in whigh, when the Epanjarda were keavy wilh sleep
(some =ay also with liquor) just before break of day, the savages
surprised znd massacred the colony, Villasur and most of Lhe
Spaniards were killed, as well as many of Lthe New Mexicazn Indian
allies, According to Du Pratzy the Missouries afterward "uressed
themselves with the ornaments of the chapel,and carried them in a kind
of triumphant processicn to Lhe Franch commandant among the Tllinois®,
Of the Lwo chaplaina, some agccounls menlion only Lhe Dominiean, olhera
only thke Jacohin, Charlevolx, writing in 1721, refera Lo Lthem as
"almonera", and saye, Y"There were in the parly two almoners; one of
them was killed directly and the other got away to Lhe Miseouriea, who
took him prisoner, but he eascapad them very dexterously, He had a
very fine horae, and the Missouries toock pleasure in seeing him ride
it, which he did very skillfully, He took advantage of their curios-
ity Lo get cult of Lheir hands, One day, 23 he was pranoing and
gxeroieing his horse bhefore them, he got & little distance from tham

inaa@iibly; el ng a r ta kis 2 ﬁEE he was ngﬂ ﬁqt of sigi
S Alon A nd %Spedn B T war other since Lhe® preceding

year; and it is clear ennugh that the general object of the Villasur
expediltion was Lo checl the westward encroachments of Lhe Promech; but

there is dedEEe¥ g ainlzd cotteiderable variation in the severzl acoouunis
ag tp the detsils of its plan and experisnce: and particularly as to

whioh tribe the Spaniards were seeiing, which one they actually firast
mat, atd whick played the principal parl in Lhe messacre,

Escalante, a Spanish author, says that Villasur's company was sant
gut to find the "Pananas" |(Fawnees), who,ke thought,might be the

their sigeafedFolind compe: Isup t%: Missouri river to apd aboave th
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"Ouiviras" of Coronado, Most Prench zuthorities seem to have baen
informed, or te have essumed, tkat it intended Lo destroy the villags
of Lhe Missouri tribe, which had bean mest closely identifieq with

tha Preuch, Eut this seems improbable, since an expedilion with =0
aggressively war-like & mission,would not bave been likely to encumber
jtzalf with women, cattle, eteo,

Thore are several narratives which make the destruction of ths
Missouries & prime object of the expedition,and whick romsnticmlly
makxe theme intendegd vigtime turn the table on the anfortunate Spani-
ardsj Lhosas ef Dui%ﬁA? Dn Pi&zﬁzlnd Btnﬁli%é?guiut of the numbar, An
these are more circumstantial than any of the other accounts, we pre.

pDumont, which is perkips Lhe most
';;,t&;;=raiaa the sisze of the expedition,

= The aunnﬂgi'n . a istipi;tt"u ;.nEt}EHEu;EHEEB“ilgsiﬁg%igﬂlnmitaua
to the 8paniards, Theilr czravin wias composed of fiftesn hundred
paople, men,women and soldiers, having witkh Lthem & Jacobin for =
chaplain, and bringing also & greal number of horses and catile, aca
gording Lo tha custom of Lthat nation to forget nothing that might bo
nscessary for a seltlement, Thoir design was to¢o desiroy Lhe Missou.
ries,and to ssise upon their country, and with this intention they hkad
resclved to go first te the Osages, 2 neighboring netion, snsmisa of
tha Missouries, to form an alliance with them, and te engage them jo
their behalf for Lhe exsoution of their plan, Ferhaps the map which
guided Lhem wam not correct, or they had not exactly followed it; for
it chanced that inatead of going to the COsages whom they sought, they
fell,without knowing it,into a village of Lhe Missocuries, whers Lhe

Spanish ::nmauﬂ;r r:gngtin; hiﬁaalfttﬂ th greal chief and offering
him Tﬁﬂ"uaiﬂnﬂ Hﬁgl?a?ingrE?EEEiP EE ﬂE’EﬁaEﬁlﬂ; to the Osaga chief,

'
that they were enemies of the Missouries,end that they bad coms to

destroy them, to make their women and children slaves, and Lo take
posseseion of their country, He bugged the chief to be willing to
form an alliznce wilh them,against a nation whom the Osages regarded
28 their enemies,and to second Lhem ivu this snblerpriss, promising to
recompense Lhem liberally for the service rendered, and always to be
thair friend in the future, Upon Lhis discourae the Missouri
ghief understood perfeolly well the mistake, He dissimunlated and
thanked the Spaniard for the confidence ke had in his nationj he gon-
gentad to form an alliance witk them sgeinst Lhe Mismouries, and to
join them with all his forces Lo deslroy tkem; bul he represented that
his people wers not armecd, and that theg dered not expose thamae]ves
without arme in suck an enterprise, Deceived by so favorable & re-
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ception, the Spaniards fell into the trap laid for them, They recaiz.
ed with due ceremony,in the 1ittle camp they had formed on their arri-

val, the calumet whick the great chief of the Missouries presented to
the Epanish commander, The &lliance for war wase sworn to by both
parties; they agresd upon & day for the axecution o¢f the plan which
they meditated, and Lhe Epaniards furnished the savages witk 211 the
munitinnas whiek they thought Lthey needed, After Lhe cersmony both
parties gave themselves up equally te joy and good cheer, At the end
of three days Lwo thousand aavages were armed and in the midst of
dances and ammsementsj each party Lhought of nothiog but the execution
of its desigao, It waa the evening before their departure upon their
soncerted expedition, and the Spaniards had retired to their camps =a
usual, when the great chief of Lhe Missocuries, havipog assembled his
warriors, declared Lo Lthem his intentions, exborted them to deal
trezoherously with these strangers who were come Lo their homa only
with the design of destroying them, AL daybreak the savages divided
into saveral bands, fell on the Spanjiards,whko expected nothing of the
kind, and in less than a gquarter of an hour all Lhe caravan were mur-
dared, No one escaped from the massacro ox¢opt the chaplain, whom the
barbarians saved begause of his dressj at the same time they took pos-
gasaion of all the merchandise and other effects whick they found in
their camp, The Spaniards had brought wilh them,as I have said, a
certein number of hormes, and a8 the savages were ignorant of the use
of these animals, they took plezsure in making the Jeocobin whom Lhay
kad saved, sand who had become their slave, mount them, The priest
gavae bthem Lhis amusement almest every day for the five or six moniks
ke remained with them in their village, without any of Lhem daring to
imitate him, Tired at last of his slavery, and regarding Lthe lack of
daping in these barbarians as & means of Providence to regain his 1lib.
erty, he made seoretly 21l the provisions possible for him to make ,
and wkat he believed netessary Lo his plan, At Jast, having chosen
tke best horse and having mounted him, after performing severel of his
exploite bafore the savages, &nd while they were all ogcupied with his
mansuvers, he spurred up and dissppeared from Lheir sight, taking the
road Lo Mexico, where doublless he arrivedV,

The year of Lhis massacre bhas also baen variously given, It has
been placed aa early as 1719 and a8 late as 1722, That it was not
1722,bowever, is certain, since we Rave official notice of it in the
spring of 172ij and that the year i7i9, though the event is referred
tkers by both Escalante and Charlevoix, ie wpasidy erronecous, seems
almost equally certain, The dale given by masl of Lhe older writers,

is 1720, e s B Rl & s e R e
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The Memoire i by Sieur Philipps de le Rﬂnaunihr Mining Engin&&r
and Director of Mires for the Company of thn Weat, %F: 1?’ 25,

1725, asoribes the event to 1720, in words of which Lbe fﬂllﬂiing is
a Ltrammelation:
"Tn all these places® the Epanijards p?ﬁﬂplﬂtﬁﬂ for ninnu, with the

R — =k .
it TEhI *Regions south and west of Lhe lower part of the Missouri river,
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objeact of establishing guata. The Indians would not in any wise

suffer them in 17207, 2% mersly A mémorandiugm apout
F

the streams, Indian towns, and supposed mines of the Misaouri valley,

and is based on the statements of Ybyakburs and Indians of the Missouri,
a region about whioh Renaudibre ssems to have known nnthin; by person-
al uhsurvttlni til thu year followiog, when hn‘u"‘ Fort Orleans

of the Miesouri fnr out IH 0 present Kansas with De Bourgmont, Eenau-
dikre seems Lo ha.*re boen & man of sufficient education and family-aer
<wbpseame to have procured a good position witkh the company of the
West, but to have lacked the practical training and ability to discov.
ar and develop mines; and agtuyal mining and metallurgical opesralions
irn what is now the state of Missouri,were left Lo a private company,
one of whose directors, Sieur Philippe Francis Renanli, founded in 1720
the little village of St, Fhilippe, near Fort Chartrea, and with 200
mechaoics, miners and labhorers brought from Prance, and 500 slaves
brought from Bt, Domingo, introduced for the first time botk Lhe
soience of mining and the institution of slavery inlo upper Louisiana,

By the Indians of Lhe Misscuri country, Lhe massacre of the Villasur
company seems to have been considered as belonging to the winter of
i720-"21,

In Indian chronology, prominent events cited a few or many years
after their ococcurrence, are usually connected with the winter or-
summer Lo which they stand nearest, If Indians had committed a
messacre of Spaniards at any time in the cooler six-month, from
October to March inclusive, bthey would laler allude to Lhe time of
it as "the snow when we wiped cul the Spaniards™, or "the winter
when the Epaniards were killed", And in reckoning the numbar of
winkers that had elapsed sinee Lhe event, Lhe winter in or near which
it securred,would not be counted, even though the event stood at the
beginning of that winter,or,as Wwe would say, just before the winter,
Thus, alluding in the summer of 1863, to an event of Oolober or
November of 1861, Wwe would say Lhat bieb winters had since the
event, ae we would consider that it had occurred bbfore the winter
of '8i-'62, and that the winters of '"61-'82 and '62-'83 had both
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passed since it Look place; but an Indizn would aay, Lhere i= now bha'
wintar sinece the event, as ke would identify the event Will the winter
of '6i-'62, since which winter only Lhe one winlter of '82-'63 had
paggall,

In the general council held by Commandant De Bourgmont with Lhe
Indians,at Fort Orleans, November 18,1724, speaking for the Missouries
and in the presence also of Lhe Otoes and OUsages, who were parties to
tbe council, the ohief of Lhe Missouries said, "We 1ove Lhes French
nation and nmaturally hate the Epaniard and the Englishman, We —Lthe
Otoes, Panimakas® and ourselves— proved it, Lhers are Lhree winters

ipdﬂzih *vawnees of the Platte and Loup Fork,

since, having completely made away with a large party of Epaniards who
came to establish Lhomselves among us™®, As Lhe Lhree preceding

??QI; +| ®™Margry, Origines Francalses, VI, 450,
L4

winters are those of 1721-'22, '22.123 and '33.'24, it is obvious Lhat
this Missouri chief's testimony —unimpeachable hbecause given by one
who knew, and before so many red as well as white witnesses who also
knowes indicates the Indian "winter" of i720.'21i, and would not be
conaiatent riM'ﬁ mtﬂ“iiﬁﬁhﬁ"{-ﬁhﬁf:iu"ﬁ!m-
peclion with Lthe prevailing statement of authers, Lhat 1720 was Lhse
year MMM thie chief's testimony indicates one of the later months of
{780, 85 the time of the madtscrs, MEB.-TEAC the object of the Spaniards’
expadition was to found a post and colony “among" the tribes of the

Missouri river region, rather than to desiroy any one of Ltkem; and

2 Lthat -rar_ﬁ b tribes ;!uin%éggu;huﬁ Ea lliE_ the n ‘ng,_
2 Lnu ?;uang?t re 'f.enm':i "rﬂit atiod of the Hiﬂﬂﬂﬂii‘;‘é. bunb-uun T“%

they, 1iked %ehuh nnd?‘atu-:l the Epanisk?
-,
Thuﬁ geouvertéd st Av ures de Mathijeu Sagean" relateos that about

1885 or '8, tke party of La Salle, of which Sagean Lells us he was a
member, was attacked by the Missouries, having eight men killed and
four or five wounded rEiEﬂin among the latter, g The Missouries
themselves, having forty-five killed,and on Lke next day finding La
Salie's p-rtg {1na]uﬂing Fronohmen and Mohegan and MHiami Indiann} ian
men strong and able to repel them with fire-.arms, asked for a parley,
which resulted in peace, They afterwards became the best of friends
with La Salle's party, and told tham that they bhad al firat!tlxan tham
for Spaniards, who were their irreconcilable enemica, ﬂaﬂinanuriaa
at this time m-:\wﬁvi‘lruuidunt,nr ranging, not far weat of Lhe
1ﬂiauiuaippi river, and the enmity hetween their nation and the Epani-
ards, may have Jdescpnded from the time of Deg Eolto, whose ruthless and
hiaody course, west as well as east of Lhal river, seems Lo have
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engendered the bitter hatred of every Indian nation that met kim or
heard of him,

Knowladge of the Sabkdacre of Villasur'a party in the latter part of
1720, does not seem to have reacheod the French village of Kaskaskias
t111 the spring of 1721, when the Yoyapeurs sippiaisicdsise had returned
thither after Lhe ¢lose of their winter trading meason on the Missouri,
as it is not unti] May B4tk of that year, that De Boisbriant, Governor
of Lhe Tllinois, communicates knowledge of it to his superior officer,
Eienville, Governor of Louisiana, In his letter of that date, he
states that he had heard that 300 Spaniards had Jeft Eanta Fe for the
purpose of driving the FPrench ocut of Louisiana, but were attacked by
the Osager and Pawnges and driven back to Eanta Fer information which
isa a0 different fruniEE:nﬁﬂ==-=ﬂiizaiiﬁifimunr of the Missouri chiaf

- -~ .
above cited, as to indicate as ite source, Frenchmen who wure groatly
exceited over the bold invasion of their territory by the Epaniards,
and who, being interested in showing a baLtEI:I.lii for Lhe massacTe
than that phiseahyxisaisiasiasfs of fered by tke Indians, guessed or invent-
ed that Lhe Spanish intended Lo destroy the village of the Missouries,
which w AL prinaipal Prench trading-point in the Missouri river
valley, Better informed, apparently, save as to the immediale
purpese of the Spaniardas, is MMeldaalexdde Governor Bienville's letter
to the Conseil de Regence, dated July 20,178i, which said that 200
Spanish cavaliers and a greal number of Padouca Indians of New Mexico
hed come Lo Lhe Missouri with the design of taking the Frenoh who were
at the Tllinoisj but that they had been discovered by Lhe Otoes and
Fanimahas, who attacked them and wiped out the Spaniards (save one,
whose life they spared) and part of the Padouocas,

The locality of Lhis massacre is generxlly said Lo be in Saline
county, Missouri, There waa Lhe Middouri Indian village, a8 may be
seun by comparing D'Anville's excellenit Map of Louisiana —drawn in
1738 — withk any good modern map of Lhe slate of Missouri, From
Margry's Drigines Francajees ,further, we learn Mues on the authority
of La Renaudidre, that this village was south of the Mizsouri river,
and that it was six French leagues' travel thither from the mouth of
Grand river, Bul Charlevoix tells us Lhat the Spanish priest who
survived the massacrwe, "gob away" from the battle-ground "to Lke
Missouries", and givea us Lo understand Lhat Lhe fighling was near Lhe

(108288 BPAeha hE8aE, gt YRon 00 W BOR LR SRR TINGE iver, not

far below the mouth of Saline eoreeclk; and it is a fair ﬁuaatiﬂn.th&ru-

fore, whether the massacre did not take place in aoutheastern Nebraalka,

ey Taptain Viilsenrte-enpeditlion—ihe—faar—of-Spanisie
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There is o legend whiok® Indicates that the Spanierds of this {11- 0
~ fated expedition, in leaving Mew Mexico, passed down the canon of the #
Purgatory river, i AB0U -gastern Coloradoj and that their friends
having last seen them going down its valley to an unforesasn destruce
tion, is the circumstance which gave to thal river its name of "Hia de
lag Animas Perdidas de Purgﬂ.lﬂrin]: a name by which, abbreviated to
. "Las Animaa™, the river is yet often called, and which is slso per-
' petuated by the Colorado county of Las Animas and by the town of that
‘_n_u_n_q at the _iEuntign;nt that river.and the 41:_'1‘:31:;:.5____. el

S A ——

(éwl of, Cheplor )



