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You Eiil. ny Reverend Folher, gamd Lo f£1a4 them kers, where nll will

be promplly delirered Lo you, I solicili wyau also, puragaal to the
orders. that I have racelved from my geocral, Lo retarn Lo your mims-
sion apd Lo live among us with the same cordiality as naratofore, pro-
mising you supplies wund.esssislsnce,
"I am, my Reverend Father, Lhe mosi humble of your servapls,
WElondal ™

"AL the Natchitoches, December 12, 17i8.M

Thus nlnaai_£2:;’h1gr=‘ﬁ La Farya*ﬂ genterprise cf L?;ﬂ in ccnnection
with the Cadcdafuicus, fwl"'e us e BT L6 Lave relurned Le the Best
ef the Nasscniles tc eccmmand cr IEHIdE. netwithetanding his farming
and stcck-rajising plans fcr that place —which he called "my resi-
dence™— ond notwitkslanding the greal expectaticns that he saems te
have had of meaking it & center ¢f trode,

The sarvices mcst ccingeniel t¢ him and thocse chiesfly desired from
him hy Ucverncr Biemville,fer Lhe Cecmpany cf the Indies, sesm Lc have
been, Lc explcre new territcry, establish new fcsts, and make new
allisnces with Lke freatier tribes, end tc c¢pen Lhe way for trade
with thess and if ycesible witk the ncorthern previnces of New Sgpaing
ralkser than ¢ permenently ccoup)y and develcp any single esteablishmonts

Thus, in August of 1721, he was sent tc M the Boy of Saint-Barnard
(Metagorde Bey), with Simars, Sieur da Balle Isle, to eatoblisk 2 post
there and renew the cleims of France on Lhe lerrilory of Texas: claims

which iﬁ:::l&iﬂsilit; buaudiéri nelly ¢n Lz Salle's disceveries and
s,

adly received there by the resi-

dnnL InJinnn* i Eﬂiﬂqjthdr-w and further jrpnchhutgzrri 88 in that

niticn tha name of Lhese Indiana; bul il is
rr: able h¢L tha nr Eﬂmu cf m luru the ClemsdBts, the
E Iﬂﬂ#h
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guartdr was abanicnod,

At about the cleooe of the same yoir, L& Harpa was sent Lo ax¥plore
the Arlapsze Eiver, with tke ideas of esteblishing allianeced with Aha
Indian tribes of ita rnllnyf- and, 1f P”sniblu ﬁi‘ﬁiﬂatfiting Ln fﬁw
Mexiso and ustlhliﬁhlng trndc wiltk thnt F:'vznce.-+¥ BY ipril-iﬁih
13?2 ba had soecosded in advanoing up that rivar *n v & few 1unpuusr
Leyrnd a blufl of rock which he had passed “n Che atk, and to which ke
had given the mame of "lo Richer Francais™ 11?& Fronch Rock). . That
the Rochor Francais is Lhe same sminence that hag since given name to
Littlie Boelk, the capital city =f Ar:gpuau, is indicategd Ly La Earpe's
estimateé of the distance hae had ascomled the river and of the distance

~and eouprae from hia return point,above the Hocher Framcais, Lo the
Groat Village of the Mime "aticns, or ¥dded Touscara-Gusits confeder-
aov, which Pa had diseovered on Canadian River in 1718.* r

®Sec pages o378, 579 of Voluwe VI ~f MMededdefdd Margry's Origines
FPrzfecaises, in c*nnactiﬂn with page avégjiﬂﬁlna ﬁiii[ intermediate

G pages,

" Just what garrisan neeuried LhE:EwEh :f the Haseonites in years
subsaguent to 1719, Just when that post was sheandoned, and what
length of tima intervenad bLatween its sbandonmant =nj tha foonding &f
Port 5%, Louis de Carloretio,deseribed in sur next chaptar, are gquas-

tions whiek, =z yet, Lhe writer can answer nnly appriximstely anmd
inferentially, -

It is mot impraobable that Saint-Frangois, the garrison-corporal whn
descended Red River tn Mabckitoches wilh La Herpe in November-Decembar,
1719, soon returned to the Post of the Haﬁsﬂnitﬂa. apd for w short time
goted e 1te sommsndant,

We have sesn thet during the Pranco-Spanish war of 1719 & strong
reinforcemant was sant from'Penscecol: by Bienville for the garriEon at
the fegsonites, Tt 1= prcb:h}n that this garrison was sensibly
rodgced at the clese of that war I¥n 1720, and that, thareafter, ite
gize and importanca were pabblideEy ordinerily insignificant,

Un the 1at of July, 1720, Eieur de Ssint-Denis wus commissioned by
the Company of the Indies as "Commendont sur le kaub de 1a Rivibre nux
gannes®™; that i, Commsndant over the upper part of Red Rirer. Him
headiquarters was ware 4t Watchitocgkes, df wbish town Ee bad been tlha
foundar o few veurs earlier.

Thke recorded proseedinge of the Council af Louwisiansn, af the 2nd of
Dacembar, 1721, signed Ly Eienvilles, Duvergier, and Delorme, stata
that "In eansequenca of Lka letler writ en Ly Lthe Compeny an Lthe 4tk
of April last that it would be necascary L5 place M, do jsaint-Denis
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&t thke Wassonites or in Lhut vieinily asnd L9 extend his eommand aver

tha latter (to fiatter him more), as far as and inélﬁﬁing in 1t the
Yatchitaches, added to the perfect acquaintance which wo know Lhat ha
has of thet river and of the Indians of those quarters, we have
apprinted him eommandant of the said poat of the Matehitnshes and of
the Namgonitaes, Lo Inllow there the apders opd the instructionms which
will be sent Lo Rim W

In 1721,alsn, the Past af tha Wassonitea plaved a part in the formal
nrotest whiuh,iiiﬂiﬁf!idiﬁﬂ!ﬁ an the 10th of December, Eienville made
to the Spanish authorities, asgainst their asction in having dn ¥l rought
Py to the Villege'af the Adayes & large #force of trodpa,which was
baginning to fartify iteelf} {for ke wrote; "I do nnt ses how anything
ean aglhorize ynu to.fortify thet post, since it is Letwsan that of X
the Watghitoshes and Lthat of the Cadodagquious, of which we have poe-
geagion,”

Eocause tha Cadndagquiocus woers muck more widely known and were s much
more important part of the Four Wations than ware the Massonites, La
Harpe's Poet of the Nassonites was vary often referred to ss Lhe
"Post of the Cadodsguious.”

In the frurnal »f Lis ArkFansas River reennnaissance, La Harpe wrole

of the advisability of establishing & post &t his farthest point —
loeation of April 19, 1728 — AN the ArkFansas River, and another on
ke latterts PSoutkwostern” or Cansdimn Lranch st the Villags of the
Touaecars Confederasy, and of sending to the latter place, by way of
the Natechitoches or of the Cedmingaious, & detaghment of trdops with
;ﬂeagnta, ete, Honece wa infer the probability thst im 1722 a
gurrison was stil! meintained at the Caddn villages, or,in other wn T,
at tha Fost of the Wascomnites.

Eifenville was retired from the governorship of Loglsians in 1724,
for a eonsidersble perind of years. He wes sucoesded by Périar in
17263 Eoisbriant, Commandant of the Tllinois, having Leaan Adign scting
governor of Louisiana in the tw» yesrs intervening, =,

In 2 "Wapodr on the TatehitnchesM, which segms Lo heve acormmpaniad
thke lattor of instructinns given to Phrier nn his agcesEinn tn Lhe
governcrship in 1726, we read, "The Frenck have & post at the Cadodo-
gquious nr “xssonites of sBix men, more detriments]l than prafitable to
the nation by the contempt which the suveges heva for Lheir small
numnber, And in the letter of instructiomsitself,the Company shows
its intention tr discontinue, if vossible, the Past of the Wassopites,
o in the follewine word=: "There i85 in the Fart saint.John of the




cad

Watehitoches a detackment of twenblv-Tive men from thke gerriscn of Hew

drleans, and this detachment furnishes from it another of six men tn
the Indian Village °f the Cadodaguious, who are 150 lesgues mors
remte tkro the Matehitochas, M., de Szint-Denis, who commands at
Fort saint Jokn, esks for & stronger garrison, but, as he i mester
of the Indiuns of that quarter, so that ke hes nothing at =211 Lo fear
there from the dpaniards in thal direction, amd as (e Eienville has
admitted Lhat this nfficer has meed only nf a (detachment »f fiftaan
tn twenty men, including that which he &should make to the Cadndequinys,
nf which the Company is still unoequainted with the necessity, that
ig & matter upon which M, Pdrier will spock pleinly with thed safd
Bieur de szint -Denis, in order Lo hive tha 2ix men whn have besn
Ploged thore raturn, if Lhey aire useless Lhersj....."

While Lthe above statemznts indiecste that the Post of Lha Nasasonites
may have been abnlished in or abouot 1728, T kuve found nn positive
radhrﬂ nf its abandomment, That tkere was an interval howevar,
sbogt this time, in which the French had po garrisonod post at the
Four Wations, sprears from the ciroumstence thet, something 1ike =
dacade subsequent tn the lotter of instructions to Pdrier, » French
Hfficer was sent with & squad of soldiers to build = fort, christenad
"Port 8t, Louis de Carleoratte" ot the towns of the Caddreg, 28 we
shall relate more fully in encther chapter,®

*The quotatioms given above withrut references tn Lhoir AfNures, ml
rolabing to Lhe history of Lhe Post of the Nassonites, are founl in

the sixth volume of Moargry's Uriginea Francaisea,

The Cadds villages Lhemsalvas remeined in the distriet descriled 'Ly
Joutel ‘and La Harpe, for more Lhan o century after the visit of the
Cavalier party there In 168B7. When, toward tha closeg of Lhe
eigkteentk century, they were finzlly alLendoned Ly the aloriginges,
thait desartod Bites ware, Ior meny years aftcrward, knnwn to the
penple of Fatchitoches, MrdirErdde e oto,, ns "the Cadde 01d Towns™,
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