
It’s time for your 
field trip to the 

Colorado Springs 
Pioneers Museum!



The museum is 
in the historic 

El Paso County 
Courthouse.

It was built in 
1903. How old 
is the museum 

today?



Here are some employees who worked in the building 
when it was courthouse (c. 1910)! Are their hair styles 

and clothing different from today? How?

We really need 
to replace those 

light bulbs!



Our staff and volunteers will welcome 
you as you enter the museum.

“We’re excited to 
have you visit the 

museum!”



Please quietly enter the 
building in a single file line.

If you have 
backpacks, lunches, 

water bottles, or 
coats we’ll have you 

place them in the 
black bins behind 

the front desk.



You will walk upstairs to our Division 1 Courtroom 
where we will go over our expectations for your 

visit. It’s a beautiful room! Please sit flat in the 
courtroom chairs. They are old!



At the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum, our goal is to 
keep you safe and to protect our historic building and 
objects. We also want to be respectful to other visitors, 

museum staff and volunteers. Have a discussion with your 
class about what you can do during your visit to help us 
achieve these goals. Look at the images above. Do you 

think these are the best activities to do inside of a museum?



After your 
introduction you 
will explore our 

Hands on History 
Stations in small 

groups!

Our volunteers will 
share interesting 
information with 
you, pass around 
historic objects, 
and lead you 

through activities.



Once you’re done 
visiting the Hands on 
History Stations you 

may have some time 
to explore the other 

exhibits! 

Please continue to 
follow our rules and 
help us to protect 

this special building 
and everything that’s 

inside.



WHAT IS A MUSEUM?

Museums come in all shapes 
and sizes and explore many 

different topics! They are 
special places where you can 

discover new things. At our 
museum you will learn about 

the history of Colorado Springs.



DISCUSSION
Before becoming a museum  in 1979 
the city proposed tearing down the El 

Paso County Courthouse. Other historic 
buildings, such as the Burns Theater, had 

already been demolished. A group of 
community members came together to 

fight to keep the Courthouse standing. Is it 
important to protect and preserve objects, 
buildings, and stories from our past? Why?



WHAT IS AN ARTIFACT?
An artifact is an object that 
tells a story. Our museum is 
filled with objects that help 
us understand our past. An 

artifact can be anything from 
a tiny shark tooth to a huge 

building! Our largest artifact is 
the courthouse.  We protect 

our artifacts so they can keep 
telling important stories about 

our community.



NUMOP ACTIVITY
During your museum visit you will have the opportunity to touch 

many interesting objects. We want you to think about what 
story the objects tell. Practice in your classroom. In small groups 

complete the activity below using interesting objects around 
your classroom. Also practice being gentle with the objects.

what does the object tell us about the      
PEOPLE who made and use it?
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give the object a NAME

what is the object USED for?

what materials is the object MADE OF?



Do you collect something? Maybe coins, dolls, 
stamps, video games, or photographs? Take a 
moment and share with a neighbor what you 

collect or what you would like to collect. 

At the Colorado Springs Pioneers Museum we 
collect objects, photographs and documents that 

tell the story of our community. 

WHAT IS A COLLECTION?



MY MUSEUM ACTIVITY
Now that you know what a museum, artifact, and collection 

are it’s time to use your imagination! If you were to create 
your own museum, what type of museum would you have?

• Draw a picture of your museum.

• Write a paragraph about what type of 
collection you would have in your museum.

• What would school children do on 
a field trip to your museum?



We are excited 
to have you visit 

the Colorado 
Springs Pioneers 

Museum! 
See you soon!


